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The District Administrator, Debbie, works remotely on Fridays and can be reached

at the office phone number
Our emails are:

Rev. Victor Gómez ShenandoahRiverDS@vaumc.org District Superintendent
Rev. Chad Hrbek ChadHrbek@vaumc.org Director of Connectional Ministries

Rev. Gordon Meriwether GordonMeriwether@vaumc.org Director of Connectional Ministries
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Debbie Creech DebbieCreech@vaumc.org District Administrator

INCLEMENT WEATHERINCLEMENT WEATHER
The Shenandoah River District Office will follow the Shenandoah County School closings for
inclement weather this winter. If Shenandoah County Schools are closed, the Shenandoah River
District Office will also be closed and the staff will work remotely.

AA Message from the District Superintendent Message from the District Superintendent
Rev. Dr. Victor GómezRev. Dr. Victor Gómez

 “And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and
requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all
the Lord’s people. Pray for me, that whenever I speak, words may be

given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel,
for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it

fearlessly, as I should.” – Ephesians 6:18-20 (NIV)

Last November, I had the blessing to be on a pilgrimage in Greece and
Turkey where I had the opportunity to visit many of the places where
the Apostle Paul did part of his ministry. These areas are known in the

Bible as Macedonia and Asia Minor where Paul preached the Gospel and brought the Good
News of Salvation on his different trips. It was such a sublime experience as I walked in the
same places where Paul walked some 2,000 years ago. I often sat down somewhere at the
different archeological sites and imagine what life was like when Paul was there. One of the sites



was in Beroea, which has the original steps of a synagogue that Paul visited. I also visited the
Market Place of Thessaloniki where Paul preached. In addition, I went to the place where Paul
baptized Lydia right outside Philippi, and the jail cell where Paul and Silas were imprisoned.

One of the highlights of this pilgrimage was a UNESCO World Heritage site, Ephesus. On this
archeological site you will find what, at the time, was the third largest library in the Greco-Roman
world, known as the Library of Celsus. It is an amazing structure that, at one time, held about
12,000 scrolls.

As I sat down on one of the steps where I could see the entire library in front of me, I began to
imagine what life would have been like some 2,000 years ago when Paul wrote his letter to the
Ephesians. I thought about the difficulties that the church of Ephesus was facing, such as what it
meant to be a Christian, both in faith and in practice. In Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, he
reminded them that they have been chosen by God through the work of Jesus, and talked on the
unity of the church, and he encouraged them to pray for one another.

So while I was thinking about the matters Paul wrote, and imagining the church of Ephesus, I
also thought some of these matters are still with us today. I thought of all the pastors in the
Shenandoah River District that are trying to maintain unity in the church. I thought of all the laity
that love their local churches where their families are present and participate in ministry,
baptisms, funerals and weddings. I thought of the pastors who are shepherding churches facing
disaffiliation. These pastors love the church God called them to be, and who continue to be loyal
to God and to the church where they presented their vows before God. I thought of the
distractions we have faced for many years and Paul reminds us that we have been chosen by
God through the work of Jesus of making disciples. 

Imagine for a moment, if we took the same energy we have taken upon this matter before us and
instead used it in making disciples of Jesus Christ! Imagine that for a moment! I believe our
church would be in a different place. Paul reminds us to encourage one another and to be
ambassadors of God’s love in faith and action. It breaks my heart when I visit some of our
churches and see that God’s love is no longer shared. I believe we have been polarized by what
is happening around us, where we need to choose one side or the other, but by making such
choices, then the other side becomes our enemy. I believe the church is better than that, and the
church should be leading the world. What happened to Christian and holy conferencing? Why is
it that we are no longer able to dialogue in holy conferencing?

When I read the letter of Paul to the Ephesians, I also read a letter to the United Methodist
Church, where Paul’s exhortations to be in unity, and praying for one another, and where God’s
love is shared to all God’s children in the same Spirit is what we ought to do.

As I got up from those steps in front of the Library of Celsus in Ephesus, I walked away thanking
God for Paul, and for the people in the church of Ephesus, and for the teachings we still are
learning today. I walked away that day praying for one another as we seek to share God’s love to
all God’s children, and for the reminder that we must return to our roots in making disciples of
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the Shenandoah River District, and therefore, for the
transformation of the world.

May God’s love be shared and may transformation in disciple making be our daily task.
 
In God’s Service,
Rev. Dr. Victor Gómez

AA Message from the Director of Information Message from the Director of Information
Technology - Rev. Jim JoynerTechnology - Rev. Jim Joyner

This past month, I was blessed to have the opportunity to preach
on digital ministry in one of our churches here in the district. As I
was preparing my sermon, I decided to check their website to see
what I could find out about the congregation (and to make sure
that I knew where I would be headed on Sunday morning!). As I
explored their website, I came across a video they had posted. It
was one that they created in the early days of the Covid pandemic



when we could not yet meet in person again. One of the church
members had gone home to home and taken pictures of families
on their porches or at the front door and had made a slideshow
set to music to help keep the congregation connected. It was a
touching video and even now almost three years removed, it
captures the spirit of a loving, warm church community.

When I mentioned in my sermon coming across that video, there
were several smiles in the congregation as folks remembered
having done that. It made me think about the importance of
recognizing and celebrating what we have done well in ministry,
especially with digital ministry. It is easy to get caught up in

focusing on what technology we don’t have or don’t know how to use and on how the church
down the road has done things so much better than we have. Yet so many of our churches
responded creatively to the challenges of ministry in the pandemic and continue to build on that
even now. There has been a deep faithfulness in what we have done and a great deal of fruit
that has come from that, much of it without us even knowing.

I invite you to take a moment as a church this month to reflect on what you have done faithfully
for Christ and the fruit you have reaped and then celebrate it!  

Blessings on the journey, Jim

540-433-2382 or 540-575-6405 district office
540-560-9265 cell
jimjoyner@vaumc.org

A Message from the Director of Connectional Ministries - Rev.A Message from the Director of Connectional Ministries - Rev.
Chad HrbekChad Hrbek

We are now in the second month of 2023. I don’t know about you, but the
first few weeks of this year have been very busy. January 1st, being a
Sunday, started the marathon. January 1st also welcomed a new Bishop to
the Virginia Conference. I have not had a chance to meet her yet, but I did
watch her introductory video. If you haven’t watched I encourage you to.
Click here to watch Bishop Sue’s Video.
 
 One of the things that really stood out to me was her priority of leading the
Conference to focus on the people not in the church. She goes on to say there are many people
who are concerned about who the UMC might lose due to disaffiliation. Many are also still
concerned about who is not present that was before COVID. Both of these concerns are valid
because they have and will affect membership and attendance in our churches. Then Bishop
Sue goes on to share the statistics that report there are less than 1% of a community’s
population in a United Methodist Church. There are a whole lot of people that have never been
part of the UMC and perhaps any church that can be reached and brought into the Kingdom.
 
 At the end of February, we are entering into to the Season of Lent with Ash Wednesday on the
22nd. The Lenten and Easter Seasons are great opportunities to invite people to worship with
you or participate in your ministries and programs. Many people are dealing with a lot of
emotions right now and are looking for a place of meaning and support. Easter is a Day and
Season all about new life and resurrection; a great time to start something new at your church
and bring joy to your community.

 
Three things that you can offer your church during this season are:

·        Provide or Become Community - Lent is a time for deeper growth, change and
improvement in individuals’ spiritual and personal lives. People are in need of Spiritual,

Emotional, Mental, and Physical support.

·        Spiritual Spring Cleaning – Lent is a period of waiting, from Ash Wednesday to Easter and
a time of renewal and offers the freedom and opportunity to deepen our faith. Many times we
consider all the things we are not doing during Lent, but it’s also a chance for us to improve

ourselves.
 

·        A Period of Reflection – Traditionally Lent is a time of looking inside ourselves which is an
important aspect but it can also be a time of listening for God telling you how to be a witness in

the world. Easter is a time to celebrate life and the way we show our thanks to God is by serving



God in the world.
 

I am in the middle of a study using the book “Dare to Dream: Creating a God-Sized Mission
Statement for Your Life” by Rev. Mike Slaughter (Leaders Kit is available in the District Office).
This study reminds us that our God-Purpose needs to Honor God, Bless other people, and Bring
you joy. I hope that during this Lenten Season we all are able to figure out our God-Purpose for
our churches and ourselves. 

PROCESS FOR 2023 CLERGY APPOINTMENTS ANNOUNCEMENTPROCESS FOR 2023 CLERGY APPOINTMENTS ANNOUNCEMENT
Bishop Sue shares in a video message about the spiritual process of making clergy
appointments. Learn more about the process and how appointments will be announced for the
Virginia Conference in 2023. Click here to view the video.

DISTRICT CALENDARDISTRICT CALENDAR

Tuesday, January 31st - Deadline for Tables 2 and 3 Statistical Report to be
submitted on Unity Web.

Wednesdays, February 1st and every Wednesday throughout the month
- Downriver Devotion at "The Pancake Underground" in Strasburg 8:00 a.m.

Friday, February 3rd - "Experience the Ministry of Jesus" at Leesburg UMC
5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Saturday, February 4th - Youth Mission Encounter at Occohannock on the
Bay - led by Rev. Drew Ensz

Tuesday, February 7th - UMVIM Team Leader Training at Williamsburg UMC
- 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Tuesday, February 7th - PiM Zoom meeting - Deacon Courtney Joyner will
present the program. 9:30 a.m.

Saturday, February 11th - Bishop Sue Haupert-Johnson Installation Service
at Woodlake UMC 10:30 a.m.

Friday and Saturday, February 17th and 18th - Lay Servant Academy's
Winter Training at Shady Grove UMC, beginning Friday at 4:30 p.m.

Saturday, February 18th - Special Called Annual Conference via Zoom -
9:00 a.m. (Watch for credentials in your email soon)

Wednesday, February 22nd - Ash Wednesday

Saturday, March 4th - Northern Area UWF Prayer Breakfast at Braddock
Street UMC 9:00 a.m.

Saturday, March 4th - Youth Mission Encounter at Shenandoah University -
led by Rev. DeLyn Celec.

Tuesday, March 7th - PiM meeting from the Staff at Peace and Justice
Department at EMU - 9:30 a.m.



Saturday, March 25th - UWF South Spiritual Life Retreat at St. James UMC
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon

Tuesday, April 4th - PiM meeting - follow up of March's meeting - in person
(Place - TBA)

RESOURCES AVAILABLE FROM DISTRICT LEADERSHIP TRAINING EVENTRESOURCES AVAILABLE FROM DISTRICT LEADERSHIP TRAINING EVENT
HELD ON JANUARY 14THHELD ON JANUARY 14TH

We held our Leadership Training on January 14 th via Zoom. The sessions covered were for the
administrative work areas of the church including S/PPRC, Finance, Trustees, and the job of the
Lay Leader. The slides that were used during the sessions can be accessed from the
Shenandoah River District website under the Resources Tab or by clicking here:
https://www.shenandoahriverdistrict.org/leadership.

We hope to offer additional trainings throughout the year on specific ministry areas. If there is a
specific topic that you would like to see us offer or have any additional feedback from previous
training events, please contact Chad Hrbek, chadhrbek@vaumc.org or call the District Office. 

Unity Web -Unity Web -
Virginia Conference's NewVirginia Conference's New

Web Based SystemWeb Based System
Replaces EVCReplaces EVC

The Virginia Conference’s UnityWeb database, the new web-based system used to connect
local churches, districts, and conference people and structures, replaced the Equipping Vital
Congregations (EVC) system and became operational on January 1, 2023.
 

Most functions of the site are completed. This includes:
·        Weekly statistics
·        Annual statistics
·        User accounts

·        Leadership positions
·        Clergy compensation

·        Charge conference documentation, which includes table data about trustees and
treasurers as well as corresponding attachments

Over the course of the next few weeks, some remaining items will be finalized and converted.
These items include:

·        Password reset function
·        Parsonage information

·        Updated conference/district apportionments assessed and paid for in 2022

UnityWeb users should remember that their password for the site is case-sensitive.
 
Conference Data Manager Chris Malak has created tutorial videos to help users navigate the
UnityWeb database. Click here to access the videos about Unity.
Statistical Report Deadline Dates
As a reminder, please note your statistical tables were due as follows:
 

Statistical Tables
Table 1 - January 15th

Table 2 and 3 January 31st

DEATHSDEATHS



Rev. David Ray Burrough , retired pastor on the former Harrisonburg District, died January
26th. Among other churches in the Conference, he served Sunset Drive, First (Winchester) and
First (Timberville) before retiring in 2015. Cards can be sent to his wife, Carolyn, at:
10744 Daphna Road, Broadway, VA 22815

DOWNRIVER DEVOTIONDOWNRIVER DEVOTION

Wednesday mornings in February -
returns to The Pancake Underground

at 219 W. King Street in Strasburg
8:00 a.m.

Hosts: Rev. John Haynes, Jr., Strasburg UMC
and Rev. Gary Heaton, Kernstown UMC

Email: johnhaynesjr@vaumc.org, garyheaton@vaumc.org
John Haynes 757-620-1575 Cell   Gary Heaton 540-550-8983 Cell

The Wednesday morning Downriver Devotion is meeting at The Pancake Underground through
the winter and spring months. We gather at 8:00 AM and are generally finished by 9:15. In a
desire to strengthen collegial connection, we offer grace and encouragement, and anticipate the
renewing of our ministry. The Downriver Devotion is offered every week. Downriver Devotion on
the river will resume in June, 2023. Until then, we will be enjoying food and fellowship at the
Pancake Underground!

Clergy
from Annual Conferences of the UMC and most mainline denominations receive CEU

credits for attending ClergyEducation.com events.

Check out these events coming soon:
January 31, 2023 Bishop Sharma Lewis

"Tips for Preaching During Lent and Easter"
February 7, 2023 Kay Kotan and Jason Stanley

"An Effective Approach to Cooperative Ministries"
February 16, 2023

"Doing Ministry in Innovative Ways: Casting our nets on the right side of the boat"

Click here to view the clergyeducation.com website and sign up for these and other
upcoming events

MISSION ENCOUNTER FOR YOUTHMISSION ENCOUNTER FOR YOUTH
"Community In the Midst of Challenging Times""Community In the Midst of Challenging Times"

The Virginia Conference is offering two locations for a winter Youth Mission Encounter Event on
the theme COMMUNITY IN THE MIDST OF CHALLENGING TIMES. Join us to learn and share
together at the following dates/locations:



Feb 4 Occohannock on the Bay (led by the Rev. Drew Ensz)
March 4 Shenandoah University (led by the Rev. DeLyn Celec)

 
Registration for the February 4th has expired. The registration deadline for Shenandoah
University is extended to February 15th. Youth leaders can register your group of middle and
high school students at this link (https://na.eventscloud.com/ereg/index.php?
eventid=725282&). 

Each group attending must have their own adult chaperones who are Safe Sanctuary trained
and background checked by their local church. Events will be from 10 am until 4 pm with lunch
and snacks provided.  Cost is $25/person. The curriculum comes from the national United
Women in Faith’s Mission U and each church that attends will receive a copy of the book to take
back to your local church for further exploration of the topic. 
Questions? Contact kendragrimes@rmc.edu for more information.  

UNITED METHODISTUNITED METHODIST
VOLUNTEERS IN MISSIONVOLUNTEERS IN MISSION

TEAM LEADER TRAINING CLASSTEAM LEADER TRAINING CLASS
FEBRUARY 7TH AT WILLIAMSBURG UMCFEBRUARY 7TH AT WILLIAMSBURG UMC

There will be a United Methodist Volunteers in Mission
(UMVIM) Team Leader Training class at Williamsburg UMC,
500 Jamestown Road, Williamsburg, VA 23185. 
 

The gathering time is 8:30 AM. The class will start promptly at 9:00 a.m. Trainers for this class
are Kip Robinson and Terri Morgan. 
 
Coffee, fruit, and pastries will be provided. A box lunch also will be provided. 
 
A training manual will be made available to you electronically. Printed manuals are available
upon request. Those needing CEU credits can request them during the registration process.
 
To register, click here: https://vaumc.org/february-2023-umvim/

PiM (Partners in Ministry)PiM (Partners in Ministry)
Meetings for Spring 2023Meetings for Spring 2023

Tuesday, February 7th –
Deacon Courtney Joyner will present a
program via Zoom- beginning at 9:30
a.m.

Tuesday, March 7th –
Presentation by a member of the staff
at Peace and Justice Department from
EMU on conflict,

      transitioning, and changes, with attention being given to self-care in the midst.

Tuesday, April 4th –
      Follow-up to March’s presentation with a time of small group gatherings that will be held in     
      covenant and be a safe place for each clergyperson. (Place – TBA)

BISHOP HAUPERT-JOHNSONBISHOP HAUPERT-JOHNSON
INSTALLATION SERVICEINSTALLATION SERVICE
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11TH 10:30SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11TH 10:30



A.M.A.M.
WOODLAKE UMCWOODLAKE UMC

The Installation Service for Bishop Sue
Haupert-Johnson will be held on Saturday,
February 11 at 10:30 a.m. at Woodlake UMC
(15640 Hampton Park Dr, Chesterfield, VA
23832). Clergy who attend in person are
encouraged to robe in either a black robe or
white alb with red stole. The event will be
livestreamed; more information about watching
the livestream will be shared closer to the date.

Bishop Sue was assigned to the Virginia Conference at the 2022 Southeastern Jurisdictional
Conference (SEJ) on November 4, 2022 at Lake Junaluska, NC. She was elected to the
episcopacy at the 2016 SEJ and has been serving over the North Georgia Conference. She
began on January 1, 2023 in the Virginia Conference.

SATURDAY,SATURDAY,
FEBRUARYFEBRUARY
18TH18TH
VIRGINIAVIRGINIA
ANNUALANNUAL
CONFERENCECONFERENCE
SPECIALSPECIAL
CALLEDCALLED
SESSIONSESSION
- VIA ZOOM- VIA ZOOM

As a reminder to
Virginia Annual Conference members, a Special Annual Conference will be held at 9:00 a.m. on
Saturday, February 18, 2023, for the sole purpose of ratifying the disaffiliation of local churches
seeking to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church over matters of human sexuality using
Paragraph 2553.

In early February, Annual Conference members will receive further information to prepare for the
session, including an agenda and information about accessing the session.

Voting credentials will be shared with Annual Conference members the week of February 13.

Questions concerning the Special Annual Conference may be directed to the Rev. Dr. Steve
Summers at SteveSummers@vaumc.org.

All Annual Conference-related information will be posted on the Virginia Conference website at
https://vaumc.org/ac2023feb/.

Local Church Lay Members to Annual Conference - make sure your email is included in the
"Charge Leadership" section in Unity so that you will receive information regarding this session.

ASH WEDNESDAY - FEBRUARY 22, 2023ASH WEDNESDAY - FEBRUARY 22, 2023

The Ash Wednesday service is an ancient form of
contemplation, confession and commitment. The service will
include receiving the mark of the cross with ashes placed on



the forehead. It is a symbol of repentance and commitment to
Christ. So, let Ash Wednesday be the beginning of renewal in
your own spiritual journey as you follow Jesus.

Preparation for summer 2023 is underway and we cannot wait for registration to open! This
summer our theme will be "Journey Through the Old Testament". We invite your camper to join
us to learn about God and the Israelites as we prepare to enter the Holy of Holies. 

Our program will offer a variety of options for children ages 6-18. Each day will be filled with
outdoor activities, relationship building, and opportunities to learn life-skills. Most importantly, we
will share the story of God! Providing the gift of camp allows your child access to a life changing
experience. 

Registration will open January 31, 2023. Take advantage of our $10 early bird discount before
the end of March 17th. Visit the link below to see our dates and rates for 2023. You will be able to
register from here as well.
 
Click here for Camp Overlook Dates & Rates

Christina Gibbs
Camp Overlook Director

From Sue MacTavish, District LibrarianFrom Sue MacTavish, District Librarian
February 2023 featured item:

Finding Jesus in the Psalms:
A Lenten Journey by Barb Roose, 2022.
Here’s another new study in the Library, just in time for Lent!
The author, Barb Roose, guides us through a meaningful encounter with the
Psalms through the season of Lent. Combining an interpretation of the
psalms with real life stories, the study moves through the familiar words of
Psalm 23 toward the painful cries of Psalm 22 uttered by Jesus on the cross.
The study includes reflections on the life of King David and the original
context of the writings, along with connections between the psalms and the
life and death of Jesus the Messiah.

Roose says, “The Psalms provide a perfect framework for experiencing Lent
through the verses that were Jesus’s own scriptures, offering both him and
us strength and wisdom in a painful and redemptive season. The Book of
Psalms hums with the heartbeat of our humanity with divinely inspired
words that find purchase in the tenderest places in our hearts when our
human words or wisdom fails us.”

Finding Jesus in the Psalms is a 6-session study. The book, leader’s guide
and DVD can be found in the Bible / Bible Studies section of the District

Library.  
____________________________________________________



Stop by the Shenandoah River District Office and “check out” the Library. Please
remember to check out library items by signing the book card in pocket with your name,

church, and date – you may keep as long as you need – but remember to return when
finished so that others may borrow. Thanks, Sue      

SHENANDOAH RIVER DISTRICTSHENANDOAH RIVER DISTRICT
LAY SERVANT REPORTSLAY SERVANT REPORTS

The Shenandoah River District Lay Servant Ministries Committee has been
formed and has begun its work for 2023.
 
The members of the committee are:

Co-chair, Wendell Cochran, Mount Jackson UMC  Email:Wendell.Cochran@gmail.com
Co-chair, Rev. Gary Heaton, Kernstown UMC Email: GaryHeaton@vaumc.org

William Braddy, Mount Hermon UMC Email:wlbraddy@gmail.com
Linda Conrad, Otterbein UMC Email:lst62conrad@yahoo.com

Barbara Cooper, Kernstown UMC  Email:b.e.cooper@comcast.net
David Gordon, Aisle 7 (Verona UMC)  Email:kb41ci@hotmail.com

Susan Schall, Limeton UMC  Email:soschall@comcast.net
 

We believe our first mission is to broaden the definition of lay servanthood and lay ministries to
include everyone, not just those who choose to follow the path of formal certification. We believe
that this approach is in keeping with Wesleyan tradition and teaching. Committee members
would welcome opportunities to spread this message across the district. Here is a link to some
additional information about this topic: How did John Wesley empower lay people? (umc.org)
 
We are planning an in-person, district-wide training event this fall, tentatively scheduled for mid-
September. More details about dates, locations, and available classes will be coming soon. If you
have a course you would be interested in taking (or teaching) please contact us.
 
The committee intends to serve as a clearinghouse for other lay training resources around the
conference and more broadly around the United Methodist connection. Primarily, we plan to do
this through the district website, as well as through district and church newsletters. If you know of
events and links that we should share, please pass them along to us.
 
The first of these resources is the Virginia Conference Lay Servant Academy, being held Feb.
17-18 at Shady Grove United Methodist Church in Mechanicsville. Read the information below to
register!
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me, or others on the committee, if you have ideas about how we
can help build stronger lay ministries.

--Wendell Cochran

LAY SERVANT ACADEMY'S WINTER TRAININGLAY SERVANT ACADEMY'S WINTER TRAINING
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY,FRIDAY AND SATURDAY,

FEBRUARY 17th AND 18thFEBRUARY 17th AND 18th

Lay Servant Academy's Winter Training takes place Friday
and Saturday, February 17th and 18th. The course schedule
features Michael Beck, originator of Fresh Expressions and a
leader in cultivating movements. DEADLINE FOR
REGISTRATION IS FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3RD.

In addition to this course in Planting Fresh Expressions,
additional courses include Fruitful Small Groups, Lay Pastoral Care-Giving, Basic Course,
Spiritual Gifts, and Certified Lay Ministry Orientation. Courses are offered in person only at
Shady Grove UMC Mechanicsville, VA.
Click here to register and read additional information for this event .



UNITED WOMENUNITED WOMEN
IN FAITH NEWSIN FAITH NEWS

Happy New Year from the UWF (United
Women in Faith) of Shenandoah River
District. We are off to a good start. Our
Executive Committee met January 12th and
it was a time to get acquainted and share
plans for this year. We are truly a diverse
group with the goal to work together, with
God’s help, for the benefit of our group, our units and those people we reach out to in
servanthood. The new name for our UMF newsletter will be “Passing It on With Purpose” and we
represent 41 units.

Several members attended UM Day activities at the Virginia General Assembly on January 26 th.
This was one of our opportunities to share our concerns for the marginalized with our legislators.
The Northern area is gearing up for the District Prayer Breakfast on March 4th at Braddock
St. UMC, 115 Wolfe Street Winchester 22601. Registration to follow.

The Southern area is also planning an event on March 25, 2023.  The District Spiritual Life
Retreat will be held at St. James UMC,1525 Cecil Wampler Road, Mount Crawford 2841, from
9:00 a.m. to 12 noon. The facilitator for this event is Rev. Ashley Isernhagen. She will present a
program, “Healing, Wholeness, and Joy in our Journey With God”. Using Lecto Divino, imagery,
music and personal sharing, we will work through morning sessions together. (Directions to
church on Registration form). A light breakfast will be available. The retreat will end with a lunch
provided by the UWF of the church. A free will offering to cover retreat expenses will be
accepted. Items for Mission Central (Children’s Clothes Closet/Equipment for Caring) will be
accepted also. (Size L and XL Adult Pullups- no tab diapers) and (Size 7 child diapers for the
clothes closet.) Click here to print and register for the Spiritual Life Retreat.

More about April and May events to follow.

Throughout generations, women have continued to learn, grow in faith and act on what God is
leading them to do. We can adapt! I continue to be inspired by a statement shared at our
Executive Meeting. “Blessed are the flexible, for they shall not be bent out of shape.”
Blessing to all,
Barbara Phillips, Co-Vice President 

THE MINISTRY OF KINGSWAY OUTREACH SUPPORTS:
 
·        Re-entry programs for released offenders and their families.
·        Regular fellowship services inside the prisons and jails.
·        The Apple Tree Project Christmas gifts for children of incarcerated parents.
·        Christmas gift bags for currently incarcerated inmates.
·        Office and fellowship space for volunteers and guests.
 
For more information call Louise 540-830-7000 or email info@kingswayoutreach.org.

Donations can be made on line at  www.kingswayoutreach.org or by mail at P. O. Box 2335,
Harrisonburg, VA 22801

Shenandoah River District Mission Central  



Physical location: 1704 Smithland Road, Harrisonburg, VA 22802
Mailing address: Post Office Box 2026, Harrisonburg, VA 22801

 Website: http://missioncentralharrisonburgva.com/mission-central/
NEW PHONE NUMBER FOR MISSION CENTRAL: 540-929-1688NEW PHONE NUMBER FOR MISSION CENTRAL: 540-929-1688

NEW PHONE NUMBER FOR EQUIPMENT FOR CARING : 540-404-1159  NEW PHONE NUMBER FOR EQUIPMENT FOR CARING : 540-404-1159  

Mission Central Mission Children’s Closet is open to the public from
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month; the 3rd Tuesday and the 2nd 
and 4th Thursday evenings from 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Central’s Equipment for Caring is open Mondays from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.
and Thursdays 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

 

MISSION CENTRAL

 Our new year started out with a booming January at
the Children’s Clothes Closet, following our most
active year ever. We saw 440 families in 2022,
served 986 children for a total of approximately 3,700
visits, and gave out 81,000 diapers! (Compare that to
the approximately 50,000 diapers provided in each of

the previous two years.) Your contributions to our mission mean more than ever.

Thank you to all of our amazing donors! One of our local churches gave us a sizable donation of
socks and underwear – in fact, they are a major source for this critical high commodity
item. Another provided lovely warm winter hats; another, much needed items for our new mom
baby bags; and another, diapers. We hesitate to mention our churches by name for fear of
leaving someone out. Just know that your help is always critical to us and deeply
appreciated. Monetary donations have provided 400 pairs of socks, as well as 64 new winter
coats. The Pajama Program, a non-profit that has given us pajamas for several years, recently
sent us almost 900 pairs of pajamas! PJs are an item in great demand that run out quickly. The
Walmart Distribution Center and Timberville Walmart also gave us generous donations. And I
would add that many of our clients bring us their children’s outgrown clothes and baby items for
another neighbor to use. They are a huge source of support as well as integral members of our
mission family.

We are still in great need of girls’ and boys’ size 7 pants and shirts; also boys’ size 12 shirts (not
hoodies). We always appreciate large tote bags to pack our new mom items in, if you have some
cute ones you want to dispose of, or see them in the store at a good price.

You may be interested to know that once a month our client families may come in on one of our
five client days, and select these items for each child: three outfits (an outfit being a top and
bottom; or dress); one pair of pajamas; two pairs of socks and two pairs of underwear. They may
receive one winter coat each season, and a pair of shoes every three months. Infants 0-24
months may receive five outfits, three sleepers, five onesies, socks, bibs and other available
baby items, as well as two packages of diapers. In the summer, we add one bathing suit per
child. We offer special items as extras throughout the year. These may be seasonal items, such
as Christmas and Easter outfits or Halloween costumes, or may be special gifts we have
received beyond our usual inventory, such as new toys, craft items, goody bags, hair bows and
costume jewelry. We offer each child a free book any time they come in. The moms appreciate
the personal sanitary items, and donations of baby products such as formula. ALL of these items
are directly donated or provided through donated funds, thank you, thank you!!

Reminder that the Mission Central inclement weather policy is that we are closed when
Rockingham County Schools are closed. Happy Valentine’s Day from all of us at the
Children’s Clothes Closet!  

         Donna Tinsley, 703-472-8101

EQUIPMENT FOR CARING



Here we are in February already and we continue to see and
attempt to meet the needs of those in our community for medical
equipment and disposable supplies. We had over 70 persons come
to us in December for medical equipment or supplies for
incontinence or wound care needs. As you know, insurances do not
always pay for needed things when health issues occur. Thank you
to all who donate equipment or supplies as well as monetary
donations to help meet these needs.

We have faithful volunteers and could always use more help as our
hours are limited when we are open to the public. Volunteers are needed for cleaning of equipment,
organizing and meeting and helping those who come seeking to get assistive devices or products. Our
volunteer hours for 2022 totaled 442!

If you haven’t been by, come check us out.
Our new phone number is 540-404-1159.

CHECK US OUT AT:
 www.missioncentralharrisonburgva.com   or

 https://www.shenandoahriverdistrict.org
/mission-central

Our hours continue to be Mondays 5:00 P.M. – 7:00 P.M. and
Thursdays 9:00 P.M. – 11:00 AM.

God is good!
                                                 

Contact Delores Reid, 540-404-1159

Experience the Ministry of JesusExperience the Ministry of Jesus



- Leesburg UMC's Aldersgate BuildingLeesburg UMC's Aldersgate Building
Friday, February 3 from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.Friday, February 3 from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Have you passed the stories of Jesus on to your kids? How well do you know or remember them
yourself? Come and take the time to experience the stories anew in community, at your own
pace. After you walk through the stories, you can serve together as we build "Love Thy Neighbor"
kits that will be distributed to those in need.

Come and see how these stories have been brought to life and how the ministry of Jesus can
transform your life today.
Tickets are free, but limited. Click here to get tickets here.

All God's Children Camp is taking applications for mentors for
2023. Please consider joining us for a week of camp this
summer and come hang out with some pretty amazing kids
and do some awesome activities! Don't forget, the only cost to
attend is $20.00 to cover your background check! So if you
are looking for a low cost service project or mission trip for
your group, this is a wonderful opportunity to give back. For
more information,
check the website at www.vaumc.org/agcc/ or
contact Lori Smith at agcc@vaumc.org.

Randolph-Macon Academy has
the unique distinction of being the
only United Methodist affiliated
high school in the Virginia
conference. We host two chapel
services each week, attended by all students and faculty, and offer weekly discipleship
opportunities and countless ways to serve God and others. 

It is a joy and honor to interact daily with this up and coming generation. Our school is home to
approximately 330 students who come from around the state and around the world. Our students
teach me just as much as I teach them. Each created in the Image of God, they are lively,
energetic, globally aware, and facing a world that looks much different than the world many of us
have grown up in. God knew this when he created them. 

What would you like to know about our campus, spiritual life program, or students? 

Randolph-Macon Academy is a private boarding school for grades 6-12 in Front Royal, Virginia.
R-MA provides a college-preparatory education with an Air Force JROTC component.
Visit us at www.RMA.edu for more information or contact:
Chaplain Monica Reynolds at MReynolds@RMA.edu

MISSION TRAILERMISSION TRAILER

Taking a team on mission this year and need the
equipment to take with you? The District has a trailer
packed and ready to go for you to take. You do need a
vehicle and experience pulling a large trailer. We would
love to see the trailer go out more this year! To reserve the
trailer, please contact Joann Ballard, Co-District Mission
Chair at jballard1902@gmail.com.



2023 VIRGINIA ANNUAL CONFERENCE NEWS2023 VIRGINIA ANNUAL CONFERENCE NEWS

The 241st session of the Virginia Annual Conference will be
held in Roanoke, Va. from June 15 to June 17, 2023. It will
be focused on the theme, United as One in Mission.
 
The theme is based on Acts 1:8b, “But you will receive power
when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to
the ends of the earth.” NIV

HIGHLAND SUPPORT PROJECTHIGHLAND SUPPORT PROJECT
YOUNG ADULT TRIP TO SANTA CATARINA, GUATEMALAYOUNG ADULT TRIP TO SANTA CATARINA, GUATEMALA
JUNE 24 - JULY 1 2023JUNE 24 - JULY 1 2023

The Highland Support Project (HSP) is a Richmond based Advance Special of the UMC that
has partnered with indigenous communities in Guatemala, Ecuador, and Arizona for over 30
years to facilitate cross cultural exchange and transformational development. Alongside the Pace
Center at VCU, HSP is putting together a young adult trip for high school and college students to
engage in fellowship with young adults from different congregations! This trip will focus on stove
building and transformational cross cultural relationship building.

Email hello@highlandpartners.org for more information!
Rebecca Andrews - Highland Support Project (804) 796-0689
highlandsupportproject.org rebecca@highlandsupportproject.org

Click here to download the flyer

OTTERBEIN UMC (HARRISONBURG) -OTTERBEIN UMC (HARRISONBURG) -
TRIP TO GUATEMALAN HIGHLANDSTRIP TO GUATEMALAN HIGHLANDS
THIS SUMMERTHIS SUMMER

Come with us and visit the beautiful Guatemalan
Highlands this summer. We will be taking a mission
team to Guatemala to help a new community that
has been relocated due to environmental
dangers. Come and learn more about the
indigenous Mayan culture and experience life in
one of the most majestic parts of the world. 

Please reach out to Rev. Adam Blagg for more information. Email: oumcpastor@hotmail.com
540-476-1125 
Travel dates: July 1 – 8 Cost $1300 + airfare 

2024 GENERAL2024 GENERAL
CONFERENCE SESSIONCONFERENCE SESSION

The 2024 United Methodist
General Conference will be held
April 23 – May 3, 2024, at the
Charlotte Convention Center in



Charlotte, North Carolina.
Read more about this event

NEW WEB MANAGER JOINS CONNECTIONAL MINISTRIESNEW WEB MANAGER JOINS CONNECTIONAL MINISTRIES
STAFFSTAFF

Sam Duenckel joined the conference Connectional Ministries staff on
Monday, January 9th as the conference Web Manager. Please welcome
Sam to the Virginia Conference! You can reach him at (804) 521-1116 or
SamDuenckel@vaumc.org.

THE FOUNDATION LEDGERTHE FOUNDATION LEDGER
The Foundation Ledger is a quarterly newsletter produced
by the Virginia United Methodist Foundation. It includes a
variety of stories and up-to-date information intended for
the clergy and laity of the Virginia Conference of The

United Methodist Church.

Click here to read the Quarterly NewsletterClick here to read the Quarterly Newsletter

Click here to read the January issue of "The
Beacon". A newsletter from the Virginia
Conference of United Methodist Men.

If you would like to have an article included in this newsletter,
please email Debbie Creech, District Administrator, at
debbiecreech@vaumc.org by the 20th of each month.
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