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If you would like to receive your own email from the district (newsletter and special
events), please go to the district website at ShenandoahRiverDistrict.org and click on the
"Sign Up" button at the top of the page!

Physical address: 78 Brook Creek Road, Toms Brook, VA 22660
540-433-2382 District Office

ShenandoahRiverDistrict.org

Our office hours are 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday
The District Administrator, Debbie, works remotely on Fridays and can be reached

at the office phone number
Our emails are:

Rev. Victor Gómez ShenandoahRiverDS@vaumc.org District Superintendent
Rev. Chad Hrbek ChadHrbek@vaumc.org Director of Connectional Ministries

Rev. Gordon Meriwether GordonMeriwether@vaumc.org Director of Connectional Ministries

Rev. Jim Joyner JimJoyner@vaumc.org Director of Information Technology

Debbie Creech DebbieCreech@vaumc.org District Administrator

INCLEMENT WEATHERINCLEMENT WEATHER
The Shenandoah River District Office will follow the Shenandoah County School closings for
inclement weather this winter. If Shenandoah County Schools are closed, the Shenandoah River
District Office will also be closed and the staff will work remotely.

AA Message from the District Superintendent Message from the District Superintendent
Rev. Dr. Victor GómezRev. Dr. Victor Gómez

“for we intend to do what is right not only in the Lord’s sight but in the
sight of others.” – 2 Corinthians 8:21 (New Revised Version)

I am sure that many of my clergy would agree, but one of my favorite
things I did as a pastor was confirmation. This was the time of the year
when I met with the confirmands, those who were around 12 years of
age. I met with them once a week for several weeks in preparation for
such an important event as they became members of the United
Methodist Church and presented their vows before God at the
altar. This event usually ended on Pentecost Sunday when they

dressed up by wearing their best clothes, invited friends and family to be a witness of the vows
they were about to make before God. 

It was such a wonderful journey we did together. We learned about our doctrinal beliefs as well



as our United Methodist structure and organization. We also learned about the importance of
becoming a member, which went beyond just voting on the matters of the church and being able
to participate in leadership roles. We learned in more depth about the Bible, and the stories in
scripture.  We learned about the traditions of our Wesleyan heritage as well as the stories of the
early church. We had mission opportunities to experience God in the community and offered acts
of love to those in need. Each confirmand had a project with an older person in the church or the
community. They also had a mentor from the church who helped them in this journey to realize a
deeper understanding of what it means to be a Christian in the United Methodist Church, and to
share God’s love to all God’s children. It was an amazing journey!

One of my favorite parts of confirmation was the opportunity to offer the two sacraments. Some
of the confirmands had not been baptized but did so at confirmation. The other amazing spiritual
experience was offering the sacrament of Holy Communion. We ordered special cups made from
olive wood from the Holy Land, which each confirmand kept. We also had a couple of the
confirmands assisting me in serving the Lord’s Supper to the congregation, while others assisted
me in lifting the bread and cup.

The confirmands came to the altar to present to God their membership vows in the United
Methodist Church. What a solemn moment! What a sublime experience! Some of them had tears
in their eyes as they became members, after we spent several hours learning and journeying
together. Membership is about building the kingdom of God and taking the steps to be active
participants. I found it amazing that these teenagers, these confirmands, understood the
meaning of the vows they were presenting to God and in front of the entire congregation.

In recent times as I observe our brethren, I often ponder and ask about the significance of the
membership vows that were made, either as confirmands or as adults. The same vows made
before God our Creator at the altar, and in front of the entire congregation as a witness. Our
membership vows are solemn! In fact, they are sacred!

*In the Book of Discipline ¶217 we find the membership vows we presented to God at the
altar. When persons unite as professing members with a local United Methodist Church, they
profess their faith in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; in Jesus Christ his
only Son; and in the Holy Spirit.  Thus, they make known their desire to live their daily lives as
disciples of Jesus Christ.  They covenant together with God and with the members of the local
church to keep the vows which are a part of the order of confirmation and reception into the
Church:

1.    To renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of the world, and
repent of their sin;
2.    To accept the freedom and power God gives them to resist evil, injustice, and oppression;
3.    To confess Jesus Christ as Savior, put their whole trust in his grace, and promise to serve
him as their Lord;
4.    To remain faithful members of Christ’s holy church and serve as Christ’s representatives in
the world;
5.    To be loyal to Christ through The United Methodist Church and do all in their power to
strengthen its ministries;
6.    To faithfully participate in its ministries by their prayers, their presence, their gifts, their
service, and their witness;
7.    To receive and profess the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments.

It brings tears of joy to my eyes when I remember all the confirmands I had the blessing to walk
their journey with, and how they came to the altar before God as they became members of the
United Methodist Church. That is why it is one of my favorite things I do as a pastor in the United
Methodist Church. Paul reminds us in his second letter to the Corinthians that we must intend to
do what is right, not only in the sight of our Lord, but in the sight of others. It is my prayer that we
uphold what we promised to God at the altar. It is my prayer that we strive to continue to build
the kingdom of God.

  
In God’s Service,
Rev. Dr. Victor Gómez
*From The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church--2016. Copyright 2016 by The United Methodist
Publishing House. Used by permission.



A Message from the Director of InformationA Message from the Director of Information
Technology - Rev. Jim JoynerTechnology - Rev. Jim Joyner

Spring is right around the corner, and we’ve already experienced
some spring-like weather! Soon it will be time to set our thoughts
on the tasks of spring cleaning. Whether it’s dusting those nooks
and crannies we miss week to week or clearing fallen branches
and twigs to prepare for the first mowing of the season, from inside
to outside there is a lot to be done. There is one area of our lives,
however, that we are likely to overlook in our spring cleaning: our
digital lives. 

How many emails are in your inboxes, unread, never to be read, and yet lingering there? How
many apps and pictures clutter your smartphone so that you can barely find the ones you want
when you want them? Perhaps our spring cleaning should include unsubscribing from email lists
for companies we only order from once a year and cleaning up some of the clutter that distracts
us on our phones.

This need to take care of our digital lives applies to our churches as well. Just as we need to
freshen up the church building and grounds seasonally, there are things we need to take care
related to our digital ministry as well.  Here are a few things to consider doing every 3-6 months
beginning with this spring cleaning:

1)     Gather together or update the passwords for all the church’s accounts and logins and note
who is using each account. In our churches, there are often a number of people maintaining
various accounts on behalf of the church. If something were to happen to one of those people,
access to those accounts can be lost. I’ve recently helped several churches regain access to
their wifi networks and old office computers because no one knew the passwords
anymore. Collecting all the passwords together and keeping the list in a secure place can save
lots of headaches down the road.

2)     Check your church website and social media pages for out-of-date information. Advertising
events that happened months (or years ago) does not make a great first impression. Make sure
all the contact information on the pages is correct.

3)     Verify that you still need and use all the digital subscription services your church is paying
for. It is easy to overlook a curriculum on automatic subscription each quarter that no one is
using. Some of the subscriptions are also based on membership or number of people using it. If
those numbers have changed, it might be time to update the subscription.

4)     If your church does not use a cloud-based system to protect critical files, make sure to back
up at least the essentials to a USB or external hard drive. Piecing together membership files
after a computer crashes, for instance, is a whole lot harder than making a backup copy
occasionally.

These are just a few things to consider. There may be others that apply more to your particular
church. The key is to decide what needs to be done to maintain your files and accounts and set
a schedule to do those things regularly. Spring cleaning is a great time to begin!

Blessings on the journey, Jim

540-433-2382 or 540-575-6405 district office
540-560-9265 cell
jimjoyner@vaumc.org

A Message from the Director of Connectional Ministries - Rev.A Message from the Director of Connectional Ministries - Rev.
Gordon MeriwetherGordon Meriwether

The Entourage
 

Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “whoever



wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and
follow me.” (Mark 8: 34)

The Season of Lent is replete with great God-Scripted stories of courage
and fear, of intrigue and betrayal, and of sacrifice and love, of
disappointment and heartbreak, but under the mask of this incredible
passion tale of Christ there is an oft ignored story of people, ordinary people
just like you and me. The lead is played by Jesus with a number of strong
supporting characters, on a stage in a town of 50-60 thousand with a history
of triumph and defeat in the presence of God. What often gets overlooked in
our effort to inspire and encourage today’s audience are the roles of the
extras; those men and women and children who flocked to the roadways,
homes, and synagogues to get a glimpse, to touch a hem, or to garner a
prayer of hope at the foot of this Galilean, this “Messiah”. This is the “Entourage” of extras Jesus
will carry on his back to Jerusalem, only to watch from the Cross as they flee into the shadows in
fear.

Out of humility and self-doubt I do a lot of thinking on these characters of the drama. I suppose
because 2,000 years later I identify with their anonymity, their helplessness, their
disappointment. Until he passed through the Gates of Jerusalem on the young colt this
Entourage built momentum and exuberance that change was afoot. Rome was soon to be sent
packing, Herod to be put in his place, and the order of deliverance from the corruption of the
Temple realized. 

Jerusalem was crowded that day Jesus chose to ride. Josephus, the Jewish historian of the
times, noted that this town the size of Harrisonburg, Virginia could swell to a mega metropolis of
2 million people during the Passover with their sacrificial lambs in tow. What chaos must have
ensued! With only a Roman contingent of 3,000 to keep order, Jesus and his entourage paraded
into the middle of this city already “bursting at the seams” with pilgrims. The march could have
only been a minor nuisance to everyone except this entourage and his Temple adversary. The
City of Jerusalem did not stand still for this parade of the carpenter and his simple entourage.
They had bigger “fish to fry”.

Who was in this entourage, this gang of followers that latched on to Jesus for his final journey to
the cross on Calvary? And where do I fit in this walk through Lent to the cross?

1. The Apostles, chosen for this journey, walking with Jesus until the Cross.
2. The Family was there. We know his mother and aunt were at the cross along with Mary

Magdalene (John 19: 25), and probably his brothers and sisters who had been trying to
talk him into coming home since the beginning of his ministry, packaging Jesus into
earthly models of home and security.

3. The Disciples in their many variations, those who had witnessed a healing, or moving
words, or seekers who saw in Jesus the hope for the future, consider Bartimaeus,
Lazarus, Zacchaeus, Martha, and Mary. Those women devoted to Jesus, his disciples,
and their call, “were helping to support them out of their own means.” (Luke 8: 3b). And
finally, those potential disciples who heard of the Good News of Jesus and came to cheer
the parade with palms and cloaks, maybe get a glimpse of this Messiah while taking a
poke at the Temple hierarchy and Roman authority.  

4. The Curious onlooker who flocked to any confusion in hopes of not to missing anything,
they watched from the side streets, the balconies, the shops.

5. The Opportunist, the profiteer, the thief all looking to make a fast buck in the confusion.
6. The Zealot, the revolutionary, the anarchist looking for recruits, or opportunity to cause

trouble. 
7. The Authorities, the Temple hierarchy staying the shadows just out of harm’s way

disapproving, collecting, and weighing evidence for the future prosecution and the
occasional Roman Soldier or Temple Cop to intimidate and keep order.

When I look at this entourage, I can see myself playing in all the roles in years past. It maps out
my own journey in following the Christ; my struggles, my curiosity, my self-righteousness, my
rebelliousness, and finally my collapse in acceptance at the foot of my Lord and Savior on that
final walk down the Via Dolorosa in Jerusalem. I can’t carry his Cross, but I can certainly walk
with him with my own Cross.  

To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “if you hold to my teaching, you are really my
disciples. Then you will know the truth and the truth will set you free.” (John 8: 31-32)

From the Entourage of Jesus,
Your Brother in Christ, Gordon

PROCESS FOR 2023 CLERGY APPOINTMENTS ANNOUNCEMENTPROCESS FOR 2023 CLERGY APPOINTMENTS ANNOUNCEMENT



Bishop Sue shares in a video message about the spiritual process of making clergy
appointments. Learn more about the process and how appointments will be announced for the
Virginia Conference in 2023. Click here to view the video.

DISTRICT CALENDARDISTRICT CALENDAR

Wednesdays, March 1st and every Wednesday throughout the month
- Downriver Devotion at "The Pancake Underground" in Strasburg 8:00 a.m.

Saturday, March 4th - Northern Area UWF Prayer Breakfast at Braddock
Street UMC 9:00 a.m.

Saturday, March 4th - Youth Mission Encounter at Shenandoah University -
led by Rev. DeLyn Celec.

Monday, March 6th - Hotel Reservations open for Annual Conference 8:00
a.m.

Tuesday, March 7th - PiM Meeting IN PERSON at Mount Tabor UMC. Online
option will also be available. Gathering at 9:00 a.m. - meeting at 9:30 a.m.

Wednesday, March 8th - Small Church and Rural Communications Webinar
9:00 a.m. to noon

Saturday, March 11th - Breakthrough Prayer workshop at Culpeper UMC
10:00 a.m. to 3:45 p.m.

Sunday, March 12th - DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS

Tuesday, March 14th - District Committees on Ordained Ministry Meetings
(North and South)

Sunday, March 19th - UMCOR Sunday

Thursday, March 23rd - Day of Giving to the Legacy Fund

Saturday, March 25th - UWF South Spiritual Life Retreat at St. James UMC
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon

Thursday, March 30th - District UWF Executive Committee Meeting - Virtual
7:00 p.m.

Sunday, April 23rd - Announcement Sunday

Unity Web -Unity Web -
Virginia Conference's NewVirginia Conference's New

Web Based SystemWeb Based System
Replaces EVCReplaces EVC

The Virginia Conference’s UnityWeb database, the new web-based system used to connect
local churches, districts, and conference people and structures, replaced the Equipping Vital
Congregations (EVC) system and became operational on January 1, 2023.



 
Need help with Unity? Logging in or forgot your password?

Call the District Office.

UnityWeb users should remember that their password for the site is case-sensitive.
 
Conference Data Manager Chris Malak has created tutorial videos to help users navigate the
UnityWeb database. Click here to access the videos about Unity.

DEATHSDEATHS
Rev. Ken Whetzel, retired pastor on the former Harrisonburg District, died February 14, 2023.
He served several churches in the Shenandoah Valley as well as District Superintendent for
Northern Virginia. In lieu of flowers, the family requested donations be sent to the Food Pantry at
Manor Memorial UMC, 9320 N. Congress Street, New Market, VA 22844.

Donald Bowman, member of Front Royal UMC, died on February 18, 2023. He was a member
of the church's United Methodist Men as well as serving president for the former Winchester
District Men. The family requests that in lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Front Royal
UMC, 1 West Main Street, Front Royal, VA 22630.

Robert Carter, father of Rev. Courtney Joyner and father-in-law of Rev. Jim Joyner, died
February 22, 2023. Funerals plans are incomplete at this time. Condolences can be sent to 209
W. Bank Street, Bridgewater, VA 22812

CONGRATULATIONS - PASTORS ON OUR DISTRICTCONGRATULATIONS - PASTORS ON OUR DISTRICT
Brett Isernhagen, pastor of the Mount Crawford Charge, who was approved by the Conference
Board of Ordained Ministry and will be ordained as an Elder in full connection at the 2023 Annual
Conference.

Tracey Lyons , pastor of the Mount Zion - Willisville Chapel Cooperative charge, who was
approved by the Conference Board of Ordained Ministry and will be ordained as an Elder in full
connection at the 2023 Annual Conference.

Susan Catlett, pastor of Brucetown and Emmanuel UMCs, who was approved by the
Conference Board of Ordained Ministry and will be admitted as an Associate Member of the
Virginia Conference at the 2023 Annual Conference.

United Methodist Committee on ReliefUnited Methodist Committee on Relief
Disaster ReliefDisaster Relief

Through UMCOR, 100% of every dollar given goes directly to
relief assistance. Our church is at work as soon as disaster
hits, and long after other relief agencies leave. If you would
like to support relief efforts for the victims the earthquake in
Turkey & Syria, of Hurricane Ian, the flooding in Kentucky, or
the people of Pakistan, please send your check to the
Conference Office marked for one of the following UMCOR
funds.

*Turkey/Syria Relief Advance # 982450
*Hurricane Relief Advance # 901670

* Kentucky Flooding Advance # 200902
* Pakistan Relief Advance # 982450

UMCOR is able to use 100% of our contributions for disaster relief because we support its work
and the work of the Board of Global Ministries through our World Service apportionments. 



TRAINER FOR CPR AND FIRST AIDTRAINER FOR CPR AND FIRST AID
CERTIFICATIONCERTIFICATION

Thanks to an Anonymous Gift we are happy to announce that
Christina Gibbs, Executive Director at Camp Overlook, will be
trained as a Trainer for CPR and First Aid Certification and we
will be able to purchase the needed supplies for the trainings.
Once Christina is a Certified Trainer, she will be available to
lead trainings for local church groups. She will also be able to
train the Summer Staff at Overlook. Be watching for
opportunities to be trained and more information on how you
can have Christina lead a training for you and your church. 

DOWNRIVER DEVOTIONDOWNRIVER DEVOTION

Wednesday mornings in March -
returns to The Pancake Underground

at 219 W. King Street in Strasburg
8:00 a.m.

Hosts: Rev. John Haynes, Jr., Strasburg UMC
and Rev. Gary Heaton, Kernstown UMC

Email: johnhaynesjr@vaumc.org, garyheaton@vaumc.org
John Haynes 757-620-1575 Cell   Gary Heaton 540-550-8983 Cell

The Wednesday morning Downriver Devotion is meeting at The Pancake Underground through
the winter and spring months. We gather at 8:00 AM and are generally finished by 9:15. In a
desire to strengthen collegial connection, we offer grace and encouragement, and anticipate the
renewing of our ministry. The Downriver Devotion is offered every week. Downriver Devotion on
the river will resume in June, 2023. Until then, we will be enjoying food and fellowship at the
Pancake Underground!

2023 VIRGINIA ANNUAL CONFERENCE NEWS2023 VIRGINIA ANNUAL CONFERENCE NEWS

Hotel registration will open on Monday, March 6th at 8:00
a.m. The link for registration and the Annual Conference
agenda will be sent out early on March 6th. Please do not
call the hotels as they will only be taken online and not
accepted before March 6th.

The 241st session of the Virginia Annual Conference will be
held in Roanoke, Va. from June 15 to June 17, 2023. It will
be focused on the theme, United as One in Mission.
 
The theme is based on Acts 1:8b, “But you will receive power
when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to
the ends of the earth.” NIV

Kits for Annual Conference Collection 2023 Kits for Annual Conference Collection 2023 
Shenandoah River District Shenandoah River District 
 
Based on the current UMCOR needs - Kit collection for this year's Annual Conference will focus
on the following:
1. Cleaning Kits Cleaning Kit Instructions
2. Hygiene Kits Hygiene Kit Instructions
3. (NEW) Women Hygiene Kits (NEW) Menstrual Hygiene Kit (“Period Pack”) Instructions
 



Kits will be centrally collected in the District (locations and dates to be announced closer to
Annual Conference).  Please share this information with your congregation so kits can start
being made. 
 
In the past we also collected Food (Canned Goods) and School Kits on a District
Level. However, this year we will not coordinate these items on a District level. If your church
wishes to collect these items we ask you to collect and distribute them in your local area.

District Mission Co-Chairs Joan Ballard at jballard1902@gmail.com
and Rev. Brian Posey at brianposey@vaumc.org

PiM (Partners in Ministry) Tuesday,PiM (Partners in Ministry) Tuesday,
March 7thMarch 7th
Gathering - 9:00 a.m.Gathering - 9:00 a.m.
Meeting- 9:30 a.m.Meeting- 9:30 a.m.
Mount Tabor UMCMount Tabor UMC

The Shenandoah River District Partner in
Ministry (PiM) will meet IN PERSON at Mount
Tabor UMC, 8335 North Valley Pike,
Rockingham, VA 22802 on Tuesday, March 7th .

Dr. Gloria Rhodes with the Center for Justice and Peace Building program at EMU will be the
speaker. Gathering will begin at 9:00 with the meeting beginning at 9:30. In addition to being in
person we will have an online option as well, either Facebook Live or Zoom. Details to follow
soon!

WE ARE
HIRING AN ASSISTANT DIRECTOR! 
Camp Overlook is seeking dynamic applicants to consider the position of Program Director.
Working in collaboration with the Executive Director, the Program Director is responsible for
planning and overseeing the day-to-day summer camp program and retreat season. Oversight
includes program design, implementation, and marketing communications. This position is
directly involved in the recruitment, hiring, and supervision of summer camp staff and volunteers.
Camp Overlook is a four-season facility, specializing in Summer Camp and seasonal outdoor
retreats. Interested persons should send a cover letter and resume to Christina Gibbs at
christina@campoverlook.org. Please include 3 references in your resume.

Volunteer Opportunities at Overlook
As we prepare for summer 2023 all of us at Overlook are working toward beautifying our



property! We invite you, your families, friends, and neighbors to come and join us. We have a
wide variety of volunteer options for all people. If you or a group are interested in volunteering
please reach out to our office at campoverlook.org

Click here for Camp Overlook Dates & Rates

PLEASE NOTE THE CONFIRMATION WEEKEND ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED FOR MARCH
31ST HAS BEEN CANCELED DUE TO LOW RESPONSE.

Christina Gibbs
Camp Overlook Director

From Sue MacTavish, District LibrarianFrom Sue MacTavish, District Librarian
March 2023 featured item:

Luke: Jesus and the Outsider, Outcasts, and Outlaws by Adam Hamilton,
2022.

Here’s another Adam Hamilton study!

I n Luke: Jesus and the Outsiders, Outcasts, and Outlaws, UMC pastor and
bestselling author Adam Hamilton explores the life, teachings, death, and
resurrection of Jesus as told in the Gospel of Luke. The author of Luke relates
stories of Jesus, throughout his ministry, to his final days on the road to
Jerusalem. Stories of Jesus and his relationships with ordinary, flawed, and
unexpected people. He met, dined, and traveled with people who were not
perfect. Many of them were struggling, some were outsiders or even outlaws.
Whoever they were, Jesus brought the good news of God’s kingdom to those
who most needed to hear it. As we study Luke and see Jesus’ concern for those
who were considered unimportant, we hear a hopeful and inspiring word for our lives today.

Luke is a 6-session study. The book, leader’s guide and DVD can be found in the Bible / Bible
Studies section of the District Library.  

____________________________________________________
Stop by the Shenandoah River District Office and “check out” the Library. Please

remember to check out library items by signing the book card in pocket with your name,
church, and date – you may keep as long as you need – but remember to return when

finished so that others may borrow. Thanks, Sue      

SHENANDOAH RIVER DISTRICTSHENANDOAH RIVER DISTRICT
LAY SERVANT REPORTSLAY SERVANT REPORTS

I just spent an invigorating weekend at the VAUMC Lay Servant Academy at
Shady Grove UMC near Richmond. I chose to take the Basic course. I
haven’t had the Basic Course for perhaps 40 years (or more). It is always
good to get back to the basics. I am reminded that Jack Nicklaus used to go

to his first golf instructor every spring and tell him, “Pretend I have never touched a golf club.” I
also figured that because I am encouraging as many people as possible to take at least the
Basic Course that I should know what is included. I am glad I did.

The most important thing the class teaches is that we all are lay servants (notice the lower case).
That is, we all have gifts that can be put to use in the service of the Kingdom. Not only do we
have them, but we are expected to use them. Scripture tells us that. The United Methodist Book
of Discipline tells us that. Our baptismal vows tell us that. Most important, if we listen closely we
will hear the still, small voice of God calling us to service.

And that is the message the Shenandoah River District Committee on Lay Servant Ministries
wants to convey to every lay person and every clergy person in the district. Our mission is to
make disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. It is a huge undertaking, and
we can’t do it without everyone’s prayers, presence, gifts, and service.



Of course, you can serve without taking any classes. However, we believe that having at least
the Basic Course will equip you to be more effective as you serve your congregation and your
community, especially if you have a leadership role in your church.

You may also decide you want to follow the path of becoming a Certified Lay Servant (notice the
upper case) or Certified Lay Speaker. We certainly encourage that – if you discern that God has
called you in that way.

Wherever you are on your servant journey, we want to encourage you and support you. We will
be offering a formal training session later this year. We also want you to be aware of
opportunities around the Conference, including some online courses. Here is a link to some
VAUMC training resources: District Lay Servant Training | VAUMC

--Wendell Cochran

LAY SERVANTLAY SERVANT
ACADEMYACADEMY

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY,FRIDAY AND SATURDAY,
April 14thApril 14th

and April 15thand April 15th

Courses Being Offered:
Lay Servant Ministries Basic Course

Instructor: Martha Stokes, Conference Lay Leader
Lay Servants Lead in Conflict Resolution

Instructor: Rev. Dr. Sarah Calvert, District Superintendent
Devotional Life in the Wesleyan Tradition

Instructors: Rev. Scott Bach-Hansen, Rev. Eric Kleppinger
Teaching Biblical Faith: Leading Small Group Bible Studies

Instructor: Mary Ann Kral, 30 years experience teaching Bible Studies including Disciple Bible
Study

Loving People and Planet
Instructor: Karen McElfish, NoVa District Lay Leader
 

Click here to register for April 14/15 Training

Training is also available online through Be a Disciple. If you need a specific course as part of
your certification this might be a great option. You can find out more here

https://beadisciple.com/lay-servant-ministries/

Congratulations to two recipients from the Shenandoah River
District who received grants from the Virginia United
Methodist Foundation:

Children's Clothes Closet (Mission Central) - $5,000
Just Neighbors (headquartered in the Arlington District) - $5,000

NEWLY REVISED GRANT AND LOAN APPLICATIONNEWLY REVISED GRANT AND LOAN APPLICATION
FOR SHENANDOAH RIVER DISTRICTFOR SHENANDOAH RIVER DISTRICT

 
Shenandoah River District has revised its Grant and Loan Application form and has established
instructions and deadlines for applications to be submitted. 
 
Please note the applications will be reviewed twice yearly by the Shenandoah River
Administrative Board.



·    April (deadline to submit is April 1st)
·    October (deadline to submit is October 1 st).
 
Click here to download instructional information
Click here to download a PDF of the Grant and Loan Application form
Click here to download a Grant and Loan Application Form in WORD format
 
 If you have any questions, please contact the district office.

We received a request from the Shenandoah Valley Emmaus’s Community Lay Director, Ron
Robey. He needs to create an up-to-date database of clergy that have walked, or teamed, he is asking
you to send him an email. 
 
Please state your name, what walks you participated in as a pilgrim and/or teamed. When the teams
are formed in the spring and fall, the list presently on hand doesn’t reflect all the pastors that could
serve in that capacity. We need your help!
 
Please respond to Ron Robey at ShenandoahValleyEmmaus@gmail.com

SHENANDOAH VALLEY WALK TO EMMAUS SPRING DATES - 2023
Camp Overlook, Keezletown, VA

Men's Walk April 20-23
Women's Walk April 27-30

Click here to go to the Shenandoah Valley Emmaus Website

LOUDOUN VALLEY WALK TO EMMAUS
The Loudoun Valley Emmaus has chosen to cancel their Spring walks for 2023. They are excited
for the opportunity to join with the Shenandoah Valley Emmaus community with the Spring
Walks.

Click here to go to the Loudoun Valley Emmaus website

PASTORS AND LOCAL CHURCH FINANCE CHAIRSPASTORS AND LOCAL CHURCH FINANCE CHAIRS
2022 LOCAL CHURCH AUDITS ARE DUE JULY 1ST2022 LOCAL CHURCH AUDITS ARE DUE JULY 1ST

This is a reminder that 2022 Local Church Audits are due July 1, 2023 in the District Office.
Please make sure your local church treasurers and auditors are aware of this deadline.
  
Audits shall be entered through the Unity DataBase of the Virginia Conference. An email was
sent out on February 27th to the pastors and their respective finance chairs with information on



how to complete the audit in Unity. If you need help, please contact the district office.
 

RESOURCES:
Local Church Audit Guide CLICK HERE FOR THE GUIDE
 
Annual Audit-Fund Balance Report worksheet (The preferred method for entering the audit is
Unity.)
CLICK HERE TO DOWNLOAD THE AUDIT FUND BALANCE REPORT WORKSHEET
 

UNITED WOMENUNITED WOMEN
IN FAITH NEWSIN FAITH NEWS

It certainly feels like spring is arriving
soon! Flowers are popping through the soil
and it always brings a sense of hope for the
coming year. The strength of the bulb
pushing up and the beauty we see as a
result is so awesome! Our God is awesome!

Our District United Women in Faith are also pushing forward with a sense of hope for our
future. Our “Meet and Greet” brought officers together from both areas of the district. Nancy
Walsh, our Conference President, installed our officers for this year; a beginning sign of hope,
continued servanthood and a promise to do all we can for the needs of others.

Our calendar for 2023 offers opportunities for growth, giving, sharing and learning. Our dates
through May are:

March 4th District Prayer Breakfast at
Braddock Street UMC

(Winchester)

9:00 a.m.

March 23rd Day of Giving to the Legacy
Fund

March 25th District Spiritual Life Retreat
–

Saint James UMC (Pleasant
Valley) Facilitator: Rev.

Ashley Isernhagen

9:00 a.m.

March 30th District Executive Committee
Meeting

7:00 p.m. – Virtual

April 22nd Earth Day Retreat - Virtual 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

May 11th All Southern Zone Meeting –
Otterbein UMC
(Harrisonburg)

7:00 p.m.

Click here to print and register for the Spiritual Life Retreat on March 25th.

Click here to print the flyer and registration form for the UWF Prayer Breakfast at
Braddock Street- March 4th

Click here to print registration for Earth Day - April 22, 2023

I earnestly believe that God’s beauty should inspire us! As the hymn says, “In the bulb there is a
flower”—"unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.” Like that bulb, are we



breaking through to bloom? To inspire others, to speak for those with no voice, to be the light of
Christ in our actions? In this world of uncertainty, I think our UWF has much to offer to others
and to help us to grow spiritually.

Blessings,
Barbara Phillips, District UWF, Co Vice President

KINGSWAY PRISON AND FAMILY OUTREACH

Help Kingsway Prison and Family Outreach celebrate. 2023 is Kingsway’s 40 th year of
ministering in the Harrisonburg Area. In March 1983, Shelton “Shel” and Louise Jennings felt a
call from God to name the ministry they had started going into prisons in 1977. As you read thru
your Bible, you will find that God did not call the qualified but trained those he called. Ephesians
2: 8-10 says He prepares those ahead of time for what they will do. That is what He did with Shel
and Louise. Now, 40 years later, Kingsway is reaching people just like they did. God took an
unknown couple, an alcoholic and drug addict and an alcoholic, saved them and called them to
prison ministry. The ministry has grown and with the help of many volunteers, is reaching into all
the state prisons in Virginia and a few federal prisons with the love of Jesus, correspondence,
Bible Studies or inside prison church services.

Kingsway has grown to the point where it now needs a paid staff member to oversee its future.
We need the help of churches and other donors to pray about what they can give or what type of
fundraisers they can have to make this a reality.

Sidenote: Louise is not planning on leaving Kingsway or retiring, but would like to have someone
to carry Kingsway into the next 40 years.

 
For more information call Louise 540-830-7000 or email info@kingswayoutreach.org.

Donations can be made on line at  www.kingswayoutreach.org or by mail at P. O. Box 2335,
Harrisonburg, VA 22801

Shenandoah River District Mission Central  
Physical location: 1704 Smithland Road, Harrisonburg, VA 22802
Mailing address: Post Office Box 2026, Harrisonburg, VA 22801

 Website: http://missioncentralharrisonburgva.com/mission-central/
NEW PHONE NUMBER FOR MISSION CENTRAL: 540-929-1688NEW PHONE NUMBER FOR MISSION CENTRAL: 540-929-1688

NEW PHONE NUMBER FOR EQUIPMENT FOR CARING : 540-404-1159  NEW PHONE NUMBER FOR EQUIPMENT FOR CARING : 540-404-1159  

Mission Central Mission Children’s Closet is open to the public from
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month; the 3rd Tuesday and the 2nd 
and 4th Thursday evenings from 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Central’s Equipment for Caring is open Mondays from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.
and Thursdays 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

 

MISSION CENTRAL

 February was an incredibly busy month at the
Children’s Clothes Closet. We are seeing a lot of our
regular clients as well as many new ones. March
may bring a lower volume seeking winter clothing,



being so close to spring, but one thing we have
learned is that we should never predict!

 We will be briefly closing to clients this spring so that
our volunteers can rearrange our operations for the
spring/summer season. We will keep you posted on
when this will be.
 

 Thanks to everyone for their generous donations of clothing, diapers, money and service. You
make it all possible! We are still seeking Spanish-speaking volunteers to help us on client days.
We have many Hispanic clients with limited English skills. We can coordinate the scheduling of
our translators so that they can come when it works best for them.

 As we head toward spring (yay!), please keep in mind that we will be looking for more donations
of summer clothing, including bathing suits. We always seem to have a shortage of shorts in all
sizes. Thank you!

Reminder that the Mission Central inclement weather policy is that we are closed when
Rockingham County Schools are closed.

         Donna Tinsley, 703-472-8101

EQUIPMENT FOR CARING

Equipment for Caring remains busy and we have an average of 70+
persons monthly who receive medical equipment and/or disposable
supplies. During the month of January we loaned 2 hospital beds, 4
wheelchairs, 3 walkers, 8 toileting equipment, 13 shower chairs or
benches and 4 seated walkers and 1 knee scooter. These last 2 had
more requests than we could provide. We have loaned smaller
pieces of medical equipment and also given out over 2,000 adult
disposable incontinence supplies with diapers, pullups and peri

pads. We have personal care wipes and protective skin creams that are often given as well. At present,
we have an electric recliner (not a lift chair) in excellent shape if anyone needs this. We also just
received another bariatric hospital bed for someone who is heaver.

We depend on your donations and during the year of 2022, we received many things from generous
individuals. This is not a complete list, as we started keeping records of numbers midyear, but in the
last 6 months we received 11 wheelchairs, 7 transport chairs, several power wheel chairs, 19 walkers,
2 knee scooters, 23 bedside commodes, 8 commode seat risers, 19 shower chairs, 3 hospital beds and
1 bariatric (for someone weighing 400- 500 lbs.) hospital bed along with mattresses and bed rails. We
also received 3 lift recliner chairs and multiple dressing assist and safety and pressure relief things.
Thousands of disposable incontinence supplies were given as well as many disposable wound care
products. Organizations and individuals gave monetary donations which allowed us to buy supplies and
equipment that we did not have for those needing these. We are grateful for this generous community
and your individual generosity. We are also grateful for the volunteers who faithfully keep our doors
open providing assistance to persons looking for equipment and supplies; and clean and check the
equipment as it comes in. We had over 442+ volunteer hours during 2022 and are always seeking
more persons to help with this mission.

The space for our Equipment for Caring closet is no longer adequate for the community need and our
mission with supplies we have available. We have received a generous offer from the congregation
at Mount Tabor UMC at 8335 North Valley Pike (on Route 11 about 5 miles north of our present
site) to allow us use some of their Sunday School rooms for our loaner closet. Plans are in the
works for this move which we hope to do in mid-April. We are looking for persons who may be able
to help with some of this transition. If you can help or are interested, please contact Delores Reid. You
will be hearing more about this. 

Our new phone number is 540-404-1159.

CHECK US OUT AT:
 www.missioncentralharrisonburgva.com   or

 https://www.shenandoahriverdistrict.org
/mission-central



Our hours continue to be Mondays 5:00 P.M. – 7:00 P.M. and
Thursdays 9:00 P.M. – 11:00 AM.

We go by the Rockingham County School closings with inclement weather.
Blessings to all as we begin our Lent Season and remember Christ’s sacrifice for our salvation.

                                                
Contact Delores Reid, 540-404-1159

MISSION ENCOUNTER FOR YOUTHMISSION ENCOUNTER FOR YOUTH
"Community In the Midst of Challenging Times""Community In the Midst of Challenging Times"

The Virginia Conference is offering a winter Youth Mission Encounter Event on the
theme COMMUNITY IN THE MIDST OF CHALLENGING TIMES. Join us to learn and share
together.

March 4 Shenandoah University (led by the Rev. DeLyn Celec)
 
Registration has expired. Questions? Contact kendragrimes@rmc.edu for more information.  

SmallSmall
and/or Rural Church Communications Webinarand/or Rural Church Communications Webinar
March 8, 2023 from 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon via ZoomMarch 8, 2023 from 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon via Zoom

Register today for the Small and/or Rural Church Communications Webinar on Wednesday,
March 8, from 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon via Zoom. This free webinar hosted by the conference Board
of Communications will focus on the communication needs of small and/or rural churches that
often face limited resources, budgets, technology, and staff but who want to reach their
community and members in effective ways. Guest speakers will include Rev. Keon Huh,
Jonathan Lemaster-Smith, and Jeremy Brown. Click here to register.



SPECIAL CALLED ANNUAL CONFERENCE NEWSSPECIAL CALLED ANNUAL CONFERENCE NEWS

NEXT CONFERENCE DATE TO CONSIDER THE RATIFICATION OFNEXT CONFERENCE DATE TO CONSIDER THE RATIFICATION OF
DISAFFILIATING CHURCHES - MAY 6TH - 9:00 A.M.DISAFFILIATING CHURCHES - MAY 6TH - 9:00 A.M.

As a reminder to Virginia Annual Conference members, the next Special Annual Conference will
be held at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, May 6, 2023, for the sole purpose of ratifying the disaffiliation
of local churches seeking to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church over matters of
human sexuality using Paragraph 2553. More information will be shared in April.

Local Church Lay Members to Annual Conference - please verify your email is included in the
"Charge Leadership" section in Unity so that you will receive information regarding this session.

Click here to read the wrap up from the Special Called Annual Conference on February 18

UMCOR SundayUMCOR Sunday
March 19, 2023March 19, 2023



UMCOR Sunday celebration is March 19, 2023. This offering is collected
on the fourth Sunday in Lent and provides major support for immediate
assistance in the wake of natural and human-caused disasters and helps
support ongoing ministries of food, shelter, health and peace.

Click Here to get free pack of 50

WATCH THE RECORDING OFWATCH THE RECORDING OF
BISHOP SUE'S INSTALLATIONBISHOP SUE'S INSTALLATION

A Service of Celebration of Assignment
for Bishop Sue Haupert-Johnson took
place on Saturday, February 11.
Click here to watch the recorded
livestream...

MISSION TRAILERMISSION TRAILER

Taking a team on mission this year and need the
equipment to take with you? The District has a trailer
packed and ready to go for you to take. You do need a
vehicle and experience pulling a large trailer. We would
love to see the trailer go out more this year! To reserve the
trailer, please contact Joann Ballard, Co-District Mission
Chair at jballard1902@gmail.com.

HIGHLAND SUPPORT PROJECTHIGHLAND SUPPORT PROJECT
YOUNG ADULT TRIP TO SANTA CATARINA, GUATEMALAYOUNG ADULT TRIP TO SANTA CATARINA, GUATEMALA
JUNE 24 - JULY 1 2023JUNE 24 - JULY 1 2023

The Highland Support Project (HSP) is a Richmond based Advance Special of the UMC that
has partnered with indigenous communities in Guatemala, Ecuador, and Arizona for over 30
years to facilitate cross cultural exchange and transformational development. Alongside the Pace
Center at VCU, HSP is putting together a young adult trip for high school and college students to
engage in fellowship with young adults from different congregations! This trip will focus on stove
building and transformational cross cultural relationship building.

Email hello@highlandpartners.org for more information!
Rebecca Andrews - Highland Support Project (804) 796-0689
highlandsupportproject.org rebecca@highlandsupportproject.org

Click here to download the flyer



OTTERBEIN UMC (HARRISONBURG) -OTTERBEIN UMC (HARRISONBURG) -
TRIP TO GUATEMALAN HIGHLANDSTRIP TO GUATEMALAN HIGHLANDS
THIS SUMMERTHIS SUMMER

Come with us and visit the beautiful Guatemalan
Highlands this summer. We will be taking a mission
team to Guatemala to help a new community that
has been relocated due to environmental
dangers. Come and learn more about the
indigenous Mayan culture and experience life in
one of the most majestic parts of the world. 

Please reach out to Rev. Adam Blagg for more information. Email: oumcpastor@hotmail.com
540-476-1125 
Travel dates: July 1 – 8 Cost $1300 + airfare 

2024 GENERAL2024 GENERAL
CONFERENCE SESSIONCONFERENCE SESSION

The 2024 United Methodist
General Conference will be held
April 23 – May 3, 2024, at the
Charlotte Convention Center in
Charlotte, North Carolina.
Read more about this event

THE FOUNDATION LEDGERTHE FOUNDATION LEDGER
The Foundation Ledger is a quarterly newsletter produced
by the Virginia United Methodist Foundation. It includes a
variety of stories and up-to-date information intended for
the clergy and laity of the Virginia Conference of The

United Methodist Church.

Click here to read the Quarterly NewsletterClick here to read the Quarterly Newsletter

CHECK OUT THE LATEST INFORMATION ON UNITEDCHECK OUT THE LATEST INFORMATION ON UNITED
METHODIST MENMETHODIST MEN

Click Here

Click here to read the latest issue of "The
Beacon". A newsletter from the Virginia
Conference of United Methodist Men.

If you would like to have an article included in this newsletter,



please email Debbie Creech, District Administrator, at
debbiecreech@vaumc.org by the 20th of each month.
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