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AA Message from the District Superintendent Message from the District Superintendent
Rev. Dr. Victor GómezRev. Dr. Victor Gómez

“When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On the coming to the
house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down

and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented
with him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.” – Matthew 2:10-11

(NIV)

Last month, as we celebrated the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ during
Christmas, we saw nativity scenes in churches, shopping centers, front
yards, and homes. It fascinates me to see the different ways the birth of
Jesus is depicted with these nativity scenes. They will always have a
stable, farm animals, shepherds, angels, a big star, Mary and Joseph,

and a manger where a baby is laid. Oh, that’s right! I forgot to mention the three magi presenting
the baby Jesus three gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, and to pay him homage. You will
also see a camel, a horse and even an elephant, which supposedly and according to tradition,
these were the animals the magi used to get to Bethlehem. Some traditions have named the
three magi: Melchior, Gaspar, and Balthasar. The Bible does not say how many magi came to
see Jesus or their names. I guess since there were three gifts given to Jesus, the assumption
has been that there were three magi. But whether the nativity scenes portray what happened or
not, what if there were more than three magi?

Please allow me to share with you a story about a fourth magi I recently read. This story is based
o n a short novel titled: “The Other Wise Man,” written by Henry van Dyke, which was first
published in 1895. As we observe Epiphany and the visit of the magi to baby Jesus on January
6th, I find it appropriate to share a synopsis of the story with you, especially because of the
reminder and the message it reveals. The story of the novel is an addition and expansion of the



account of the Biblical Magi, recounted in the Gospel of Matthew in the New Testament.

It tells about a "fourth" wise man (accepting the tradition that the Magi numbered three), a priest
of the Magi named Artaban, one of the Medes from Persia. Like the other Magi in the Bible, he
sees signs in the heavens proclaiming that a King has been born among the Jews. Just like
them, Artaban sets out to see the newborn ruler, carrying treasures to give as gifts to the child -
a sapphire, a ruby, and a "pearl of great price." However, he stops along the way to help a dying
man, which makes him late to meet with the caravan of the other three wise men. Because he
missed the caravan, and he cannot cross the desert with only a horse, he is forced to sell one of
his treasures in order to buy the camels and supplies necessary for the trip. He then commences
his journey but arrives in Bethlehem too late to see the child, whose parents have fled to
Egypt. There, he saves the life of a child at the price of another of his treasures.

He then travels to Egypt and to many other countries, searching for Jesus for many years and
performing acts of love along the way. After 33 years, Artaban is still a pilgrim and a seeker after
light. Artaban arrives in Jerusalem just in time for the crucifixion of Jesus. He spends his last
treasure, the pearl, to ransom a young woman from being sold into slavery. He is then struck in
the head by a falling roof tile and is about to die, having failed in his quest to find Jesus, but
having done much good through charitable works. A voice tells him "Truly I tell you, whatever
you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did it for me." (Matthew
25:40 - NIV). He dies in a calm radiance of wonder and joy. His treasures were accepted and the
Other Wise Man found his King.

Artaban thought he failed in his quest to finding Jesus, but he found Jesus every time on his
journey he fed the hungry, he gave water to the thirsty, he clothed the naked, he visited the sick
and those in prison, he performed acts of love to those in need. He indeed found Jesus!

As we begin this new year 2023; as we seek Jesus; as we are reminded on Epiphany of the wise
men who offered homage to Jesus; as we are pilgrims and seek the light; let us always
remember the least of these, and offer them the love and care we learn from Jesus. When we do
it to the least of these, brothers and sister, we do it for Jesus. May we find our King in Jesus.
 
In God’s Service,
Rev. Dr. Victor Gómez

AA Message from the Director of Information Technology - Message from the Director of Information Technology -
Rev. Jim JoynerRev. Jim Joyner

Happy New Year! As we enter into the New Year, we celebrate the
journey of the Magi to find the Christ child and the baptism of Jesus that
reminds us of our own call to Christian discipleship. We have been
called to serve Christ and make disciples for the transformation of the
world. As we continue to live into this post-pandemic period, we know
that digital ministry is a part of how we are called to make disciples and
share the love of God both far and near.

What is one goal your congregation might set for its digital ministry this year? What one new
thing could you do to share the good news if you did nothing else? Is it to improve your sound
system so that people can hear more clearly in the sanctuary? Is it to record and post your
weekly sermon on social media? Perhaps to record greetings from congregation members to
homebound members? Maybe it’s to revise and update your church website in an inviting
way. Perhaps you could start online giving as an option for your members.

There are so many things we might do this year that it can be a bit overwhelming. The key is to
start with just one thing you want to accomplish, and do it as well as you can to make disciples
for the transformation of the world!

Blessings on the journey, Jim

540-433-2382 or 540-575-6405 district office
540-560-9265 cell
jimjoyner@vaumc.org



A Message from the Director of Connectional Ministries - Rev.A Message from the Director of Connectional Ministries - Rev.
Gordon MeriwetherGordon Meriwether

A New Day Resolution
 
Let’s start with I pray that you and yours have a Happy and Blessed New
Year.
 
I wonder at the fascination with the New Year in our culture. I recognize
that most cultures, past and present, have enjoyed the turning of the age to
a new annual beginning, whether it be based on an agricultural seasonal
cycle and the turning of the seasons, or a resetting of the religious and
spiritual calendar, or a reason to party, a festival. Whatever the reason, beginning the New Year
does give us a time to reflect on the past year and to set our focus on the year to come. I do it
every year; remember what I did not accomplish and establish the resolve to do better in the
coming year, 2023. But somehow, I think, we as followers of Jesus the Christ, put too much
emphasis on the year past and present and not enough on the day. Let me explain.
 
If my calculations are correct; I have been on this planet in human form for 27,140 days. I put my
faith in Jesus around day 5,000, but I didn’t fully put my trust in him until day 22,000. So, in my
head I have had more than enough opportunity to make a difference, the Christ difference, in the
world I live. But for most of these days I spent my time worrying about days to come, enjoying
life, making a living, raising a family, and again, worrying about the days to come.  
 
With your indulgence, let me write off the first 22,000 days as training in the fundamentals of life,
hard lessons enveloped in pain and disappointment, the “what if’s” that we all deal with no matter
the days old you are. My spiritual life began the day I found that I could trust in Jesus, that I could
be “in Christ”; day 22,000 up to the New Year 2023. All “To God be the Glory” from that point
forth? Don’t I wish. 
 
I so envy my brothers and sisters in the clergy and laity, who wake each morning with Christ on
their mind and the Spirit Guide to follow; starting each morning rested, with the resolve to serve
the children of God. My days on the other hand begin with hurried readings and prayer, anxious
to get to the tasks of the day ahead and the worry. It is one thing to put your trust in Jesus and
entirely another to back off and let him take the reins.
 
For this New Year’s resolution could that be a goal, a resolution, a prayer; to totally back off
control of my days, dedicate each day to the service of the ministry of Jesus Christ and the
children of God. But wait! I did it again, another worthless New Year’s resolution to be forgotten
in the hubbub of “too much to do” syndrome. Nope, today, January 3 rd, 2023, is the only day I
am accepting as relevant. Let the Lord I TRUST worry about tomorrow, for today with the Lord’s
work, is full enough for me.
 
So, what I need is a New Day Resolution, one that is Spiritually-based, I can remember and
commit to
 
New “days” resolution:  
1.    I will begin this blessed new day with the ancient Shema (Deuteronomy 6: 4-5), and the
words of Christ (Matthew 22: 37-39), I will love the Lord my God with all my heart, and with all
my soul, with all my mind, and with all my might. I will also love my family, my neighbor, my
colleague, my enemy, and myself.
 
2.    And on this glorious day the Lord has made, I will endeavor to make the Christ difference in
feeding the hungry, giving drink to the thirsty, welcoming the stranger, clothing the naked, caring
for the sick, and visiting the prisoner. (Matthew 25: 35-36)
 
3.    And this special day the Lord has given me, I will always strive to go and make disciples of
everyone I meet, teaching them the Wisdom, the Word, and the Way of Jesus the Christ.
(Matthew 28: 19-20)
 
4.    And may I be filled with the excitement of the dawning of this new day.



 
To God be the Glory, this day. AMEN.
 
Your Brother in Christ, Gordon 

DISTRICT CALENDARDISTRICT CALENDAR
Sunday, January 1st - Unity Web comes online, replacing EVC

Wednesdays, January 4th continuing throughout the month - 
Downriver Devotion at "The Pancake Underground" in Strasburg 8:00 a.m

Thursday, January 5th - UMF Executive Meeting via zoom. 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, January 7th - UMVIM Training at Williamsburg UMC 8:30 a.m.

Monday, January 9th through Thursday, January 12th - School for
Leadership Training at EMU

Saturday, January 14th - Shenandoah River District Leadership Training via
Zoom 10:00 a.m.

Sunday, January 15th - Deadline for Table 1 Statistical Report to be
submitted on Unity Web

Thursday, January 26th - United Methodist Day at General Assembly

Tuesday, January 31st - Deadline for Tables 2 and 3 Statistical Report to be
submitted on Unity Web.

Friday through Sunday, February 3rd through 5th - UMF Mission
Encounter

Saturday, February 4th - Youth Mission Encounter at Occohannock on the
Bay - led by Rev. Drew Ensz.

Saturday, February 11th - Youth Mission Encounter at UVA Wesley
Foundation - led by Rev. Drew Ensz.

Saturday, February 25th - Youth Mission Encounter at St. George's UMC,
Northern VA District - led by Rev. Drew Ensz.

Saturday, March 4th - Youth Mission Encounter at Shenandoah University -
led by Rev. DeLyn Celec.

Unity Web - Replaces EVC SystemUnity Web - Replaces EVC System
Start Date - January 1, 2023Start Date - January 1, 2023
Statistical Report Deadline DatesStatistical Report Deadline Dates

The Unity Web database replaced the Equipping Vital Congregations (EVC) system and became
operational around January 1, 2023. To ease the transition, EVC logins for most users was
transferred to Unity Web, allowing them to use the same username and password.



You should be preparing to complete your 2022 Statistical Reports. Hopefully, UnityWeb will
have transferred all your files over from EVC correctly and you are able to input your figures.
Here are the deadlines:
 

Statistical Tables
Table 1 - January 15th

Table 2 and 3 January 31st
 

Again, there are 2 to 3 minutes tutorials on the vaumc.org website to assist you in maneuvering
through the new system.
You may access the videos here: https://vaumc.org/unity-web-video-assistance

Plans are to hold a district tutorial on Unity Web during the monthly PiM (Partners in Ministry)
meeting in February. Watch for more information coming soon. Thanks to Chris Malak
(chrismalak@vaumc.org) who created the tutorial videos to help users navigate Unity Web
database. As always, if you have any questions, please feel free to contact the district office.
(540-433-2382)

DOWNRIVER DEVOTIONDOWNRIVER DEVOTION

Wednesday mornings in January -
returns to The Pancake Underground

at 219 W. King Street in Strasburg
8:00 a.m.

Hosts: Rev. John Haynes, Jr., Strasburg UMC
and Rev. Gary Heaton, Kernstown UMC

Email: johnhaynesjr@vaumc.org, garyheaton@vaumc.org
John Haynes 757-620-1575 Cell   Gary Heaton 540-550-8983 Cell

The Wednesday morning Downriver Devotion is meeting at The Pancake Underground through
the fall and winter months. We gather at 8:00 AM and are generally finished by 9:15. In a
desire to strengthen collegial connection, we offer grace and encouragement, and anticipate the
renewing of our ministry. The Downriver Devotion is offered every week. Downriver Devotion on
the river will resume in June, 2023. Until then, we will be enjoying food and fellowship at the
Pancake Underground!



SATURDAY, JANUARY 14TH, 2023
10:00 A.M.

SHENANDOAH RIVER DISTRICT
LEADERSHIP TRAINING VIA ZOOM

 The sessions will cover the following Administrative
responsibilities in the church (you are able to
participate in only one session):

Pastor/Staff Parish Relations - led by Rev. Dr. Victor
Gómez, District Superintendent
Finance - led by Rev. Sue McTavish,  Chair of the Former Harrisonburg District Finance
Committee
Trustees - led by TBA
Lay Leaders - led by Mrs. Wilma Jennings and Mr. Andy Harbick, Co-District Lay Leaders

All sessions will be held via Zoom. 
New and returning members to the committees are encouraged to attend. 

If your church uses a Simplified Leadership Model any of the sessions would be helpful. 

Be watching for the Zoom Link closer to the date.
Please contact Chad Hrbek in the District Office with any questions, chadhrbek@vaumc.org. 

MISSION TRAILERMISSION TRAILER

Taking a team on mission this year and need the
equipment to take with you? The District has a trailer
packed and ready to go for you to take. You do need a
vehicle and experience pulling a large trailer. We would
love to see the trailer go out more this year! To reserve the
trailer, please contact Joann Ballard, Co-District Mission
Chair at jballard1902@gmail.com.

 
REBUILDING OUTREACHREBUILDING OUTREACH

TRIP - BUCHANANTRIP - BUCHANAN
COUNTY, VACOUNTY, VA

Outreach Rebuilding Trip to
Buchanan County was a
success! A small group of three
individuals (Mark Pugh, Charles
Drake and John Brishcar) went
from our district in early
December. They laid floors in
three rooms and trimmed them
out, made a major repair to sub
flooring, hung a door and
installed 2 thresholds. The
homeowners were very
appreciative! (Flooding in this
area happened this summer).
Much more work is needed in
the area so look for more
rebuilding dates this year.  
 

Joann Ballard - Co-District
Mission Outreach Coordinator

Shenandoah River District



Click Here to take you to the Camp Overlook
Website

CPR/FIRST AID TRAINER NEEDEDCPR/FIRST AID TRAINER NEEDED

The Shenandoah River District is looking for someone that is
trained or would like to be trained as a CPR/First Aid Trainer
and serve as a Trainer for the District. The District will sponsor
the person to be trained or re-certified and then supply all the
equipment needed for training sessions.

If you are interested in serving the District in this way, please
get in touch with Chad Hrbek at chadhrbek@vaumc.org. 

DEATHSDEATHS

BESSIE SENTERS, mother of Pastor John Senters, serving the Fort Valley Charge, died on
November 23rd.

JANET L. MARTIN, retired local pastor on the former Winchester District, died December 15th.
She pastored Cool Spring UMC before retiring in 2014 and was a member of White Post UMC.

CARL MORAVITZ, current head of Conference Trustees, died on December 28th. Service and



visitation services have already been held. In lieu of flowers, the family asks that donations in
Carl's memory be made to Emmanuel UMC in Laurel, Md, Fairfax UMC in Fairfax, or The
American Cancer Society.

KITTY LOU DADISMAN, mother of Rev. Mary Dadisman, pastor at Bridgewater UMC, died on
January 1st. Kitty was a life long member of Asbury (Harrisonburg) and attended worship,
Sunday school and served Jesus all her life. A service is planned for Friday, January 6th at 2;00
p.m. at Asbury.

From Sue MacTavish, District LibrarianFrom Sue MacTavish, District Librarian
January 2023 featured item:

The Big Picture: Seeing God's Dream for Your Life,
by Jevon and Nicole Caldwell-Gross, 2022.

Why not start off the New Year with this exciting new study?!

Life can often feel like a scattering of random events. Various choices,
opportunities, or even pain we experience seem to have no real purpose or
connection. But if we pay attention to God’s work, our lives tell a different story.
The story of Joseph in Genesis teaches us to look for the big picture in our lives. It
shows us how God weaves together events that seem random into a beautiful
image of joy, survival, purpose, and meaning. In The Big Picture: Seeing God’s
Dream for Your Life, authors Jevon and Nicole Caldwell-Gross take a closer look
at the life of Joseph to discover God’s presence in moments of triumph and
trauma. Join them for this five-week study and see God’s dream for your life as you begin
connecting the dots of God’s grace, presence, and protection.

The Big Picture is a 5-session study. The book, leader’s guide and DVD can be found in the
Nurture/ Spiritual Development section of the District Library.   
____________________________________________________

Stop by the Shenandoah River District Office and “check out” the Library. Please
remember to check out library items by signing the book card in pocket with your name,

church, and date – you may keep as long as you need – but remember to return when
finished so that others may borrow. Thanks, Sue      

SHENANDOAH RIVER DISTRICTSHENANDOAH RIVER DISTRICT
LAY SERVANT REPORTSLAY SERVANT REPORTS

The new district coordinators for Lay Servant Ministries,
Wendell Cochran and Rev. Gary Heaton, are excited to begin
working. 

Soon we will invite individuals from around the district to join a
committee to help with this important task. We also are trying
to find a date, likely in March, for a district Lay Servant
training event. 

We ask for your prayers and support as we build a climate of
"Empowered Laity."

Shenandoah River District Co Lay Servant Coordinators
Rev. Gary Heaton garyheaton@vaumc.org
Mr. Wendel Cochran wendell.cochran@gmail.com

UNITED WOMENUNITED WOMEN
IN FAITH NEWSIN FAITH NEWS

With the New Year, new plans take shape
and we have the opportunity for a fresh



start. The United Women in Faith of the
Shenandoah River District are moving
forward with anticipation. Our slate of
officers is presented:

 
 

President Mary Preston Program
Resources

Patti Brown

Co-Vice President VACANT (North) Nominations Chair Bonnie Jerry

Secretary Twanda Fairfax Historians Janice Webb - N

Treasurer Angela Lane Chris Cole – S

Spiritual Growth Heather Gómez Zone Leaders 1-N-VACANT

Social Action Laura Douglass 1-S-Sherrel Hissong

Education
/Interpretation

Sharon Harold 2-N-Phoebe West

Membership
/Nurture/ Outreach

VACANT 2-S-Sharon Harold

3-N-Jean Brown

4-S-Delores Reid

We represent a diverse group, with hope for promise and the possibility for continued mission
service. Hebrews 11: offers “Faith is the reality of what we hope for, the proof of what we don’t
see.” We are called to let our light shine in this dark world, so others may see Christ in us. We
are women of potentiality!

We will come together as an executive committee on January 5, 2023 via Zoom. The January
26th event will give women an opportunity to participate in the United Methodist Day at the
Virginia General Assembly in Richmond. The Conference Mission Encounter will be held per
Zoom on February 3rd through 5th.

March will be full month of plans. March 3 rd- The District Prayer Breakfast (North) will be at 9:00
a.m. at Braddock St. UMC; March 25th- The District Spiritual Life Retreat (South), 9:00 a.m.
(More information to follow), will be opportunities for fellowship and learning. 

Yes, we will face challenges! But we are Women of Faith, committed to serve. We have stories
to tell about our journeys that might help someone see the light. As shared previously,
communication is the key to success. With God’s guidance, we can make all things new, better,
healthy and hopeful. We know ordinary people who have done extraordinary things through
Christ. I believe we have been called to do those extraordinary things, together!
 

Kingsway Prison and Family Outreach would
like to thank all of the churches that helped
this past year with Apple Tree Gifts for the
children of inmates and inmate gifts. We
were able to give gifts for 6,000 inmates this



year. We were blessed to take a team of
volunteers into the Augusta Correctional
Center and physically give the gifts to the
1,100+ inmates there and spent Christmas
Day with the inmates at Coffeewood
Correctional Center in Mitchells, VA near
Culpepper. This was the first time we had
been able to go into the housing units and
distribute Christmas gifts. What a blessing.

None of this would have been possible
without the support from all of you. Please remember that the work of Kingsway continues
throughout the year. We always need stamps as we send 25+ birthday cards a week to the
inmates. In February, we will be sending Valentine Cards to approximately 2000 inmates. We
are averaging 15 returning citizens each month needing phones, hygiene items or Walmart Gift
Cards to get underwear. We work with Mercy house for their other clothing needs.

We now have Adult only Fellowship Services at 2:00 p.m. on Sundays with music and a
sermon. We welcome speakers and or musicians to help with these services, and have about 20
people attending. Come and check us out. We meet next door to Kingsway’s Office at the House
of Restoration in Duke’s Plaza Shopping Center.

For more information call Louise 540-830-7000 or email info@kingswayoutreach.org.
Have a blessed and Happy New Year and pray for Kingsway and the volunteers.

Donations can be made on line at www.kingswayoutreach.org or by mail at P. O. Box 2335,
Harrisonburg, VA 22801

Shenandoah River District Mission Central  
Physical location: 1704 Smithland Road, Harrisonburg, VA 22802
Mailing address: Post Office Box 2026, Harrisonburg, VA 22801

 Website: http://missioncentralharrisonburgva.com/mission-central/
NEW PHONE NUMBER FOR MISSION CENTRAL: 540-929-1688NEW PHONE NUMBER FOR MISSION CENTRAL: 540-929-1688

NEW PHONE NUMBER FOR EQUIPMENT FOR CARING : 540-404-1159  NEW PHONE NUMBER FOR EQUIPMENT FOR CARING : 540-404-1159  

Mission Central Mission Children’s Closet is open to the public from
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month; the 3rd Tuesday and the 2nd 
and 4th Thursday evenings from 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Central’s Equipment for Caring is open Mondays from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.
and Thursdays 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

 

MISSION CENTRAL

 “Happy New Year to all of you from all of us at the
Children’s Clothes Closet. We hope you had a joyful
Christmas!

We have had a full and rewarding year serving our
community, with many new clients arriving at our

door. We will have a summary of our 2022 numbers for you soon! Starting this month, to
accommodate the increased demand, we will be adding an hour to our evening client
sessions, now 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Thank you for helping us to be Christ’s hands and feet — you make our mission possible.”

         Donna Tinsley, 703-472-8101

EQUIPMENT FOR CARING

As we at Mission Central Equipment for Caring begin a new year,
we look back with gratitude on 2022 and the hundreds of people



who have generously donated medical equipment, disposable
supplies, money, and time to make this mission possible for our
community.

During November, we received and gave out hospital beds, wheel
chairs, transport chairs, seated walkers and front wheeled walkers
as well as shower chairs and benches and bedside commodes. Also
needed were bed alarms, bathing supplies and protective skin
creams, cloth bed pads and disposable bed pads and incontinence
supplies with adult diapers and peri-pads and pullups. We hear

stories of people who “fall through the cracks’’ when it comes to insurances providing for needed
medical equipment and supplies. During November, we also received and gave several motorized lift
recliner chairs as well as a battery powered scooter. Our community is becoming more aware of us
after these years but we still hear from people who tell us they did not know we were here. Spread the
word.

We have a new phone number 540-404-1159 and you can learn more about us on Facebook and on
our websites.

 www.missioncentralharrisonburgva.com   or
 https://www.shenandoahriverdistrict.org

/mission-central
We are always looking for volunteers to hep with cleaning of equipment and to be available to help with

those coming to the Equipment for Caring closet.

Our hours continue to be Mondays 5:00 P.M. – 7:00 P.M. and
Thursdays 9:00 P.M. – 11:00 AM.

God is good!
                                                 

Contact Delores Reid, 540-404-1159

EASTERN MENNONITE SEMINARYEASTERN MENNONITE SEMINARY
"Creating Communities of Belonging: Appreciating EveryBODY""Creating Communities of Belonging: Appreciating EveryBODY"

January 9-12, 2023January 9-12, 2023

Eastern Mennonite Seminary in Harrisonburg, VA invites you to register for the School for
Leadership Training to be held January 9-12, 2023. This year’s theme is “Creating
Communities of Belonging: Appreciating EveryBODY.”  Keynotes and workshops will raise
awareness of the presence of people with disabilities and the gifts they bring to the faith
community. Register before December 9 to take advantage of the early registration fee. For
details please visit https://emu.edu/seminary/slt/.

SLT provides 10 contact hours if you attend all sessions. This correlates to 1.0 CEU. Certificates
are available for $10. 

UNITED METHODISTUNITED METHODIST
GENERAL ASSEMBLY DAYGENERAL ASSEMBLY DAY
JANUARY 26, 2023JANUARY 26, 2023

We are very excited to announce that UM Day at the General
Assembly is happening on January 26, 2023 in Richmond.
You can register here.  Early registration ends on January
1st.

If you aren't familiar with this incredible event we'd love to tell
you all about it! Faithful Virginia United Methodists from
across our great Commonwealth have gathered in Richmond
in January for over 30 years to advocate for our neighbors.



When we gather together we arrange visits with our Senators
to discuss issues that are relevant to our faith with direction
from our friends and partners at Virginia Interfaith Center for
Public Policy. If you are interested in putting your faith into
action, register today. 

You can learn more about the event and our schedule on the
VAUMC website. 

MISSION ENCOUNTER FOR YOUTHMISSION ENCOUNTER FOR YOUTH
"Community In the Midst of Challenging Times""Community In the Midst of Challenging Times"

The Virginia Conference is offering four locations for a winter Youth Mission Encounter Event on
the theme COMMUNITY IN THE MIDST OF CHALLENGING TIMES. Join us to learn and share
together at the following dates/locations:

Feb 4 Occohannock on the Bay (led by the Rev. Drew Ensz)
Feb 11 UVA Wesley Foundation (led by the Rev. Drew Ensz)
Feb 25 St. George's UMC, Northern Va District (led by the Rev. Drew Ensz)
March 4 Shenandoah Univ (led by the Rev. DeLyn Celec)

 
The registration deadline is Jan 20 for Occohannock on the Bay and Jan 30 for all other
locations. Youth leaders can register your group of middle and high school students at this link
(https://na.eventscloud.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=725282&). 

Each group attending must have their own adult chaperones who are Safe Sanctuary trained
and background checked by their local church. Events will be from 10 am until 4 pm with lunch
and snacks provided.  Cost is $25/person. The curriculum comes from the national United
Women in Faith’s Mission U and each church that attends will receive a copy of the book to take
back to your local church for further exploration of the
topic. Questions? Contact kendragrimes@rmc.edu for more information.  

UNITED METHODISTUNITED METHODIST
VOLUNTEERS IN MISSIONVOLUNTEERS IN MISSION

TEAM LEADER TRAINING CLASSTEAM LEADER TRAINING CLASS
FEBRUARY 7TH AT WILLIAMSBURG UMCFEBRUARY 7TH AT WILLIAMSBURG UMC

There will be a United Methodist Volunteers in Mission
(UMVIM) Team Leader Training class at Williamsburg UMC,
500 Jamestown Road, Williamsburg, VA 23185. 
 

The gathering time is 8:30 AM. The class will start promptly at 9:00 a.m. Trainers for this class
are Kip Robinson and Terri Morgan. 
 
Coffee, fruit, and pastries will be provided. A box lunch also will be provided. 
 
A training manual will be made available to you electronically. Printed manuals are available
upon request. Those needing CEU credits can request them during the registration process.
 
To register, click here: https://vaumc.org/february-2023-umvim/



All God's Children Camp is taking applications for mentors for
2023. Please consider joining us for a week of camp this
summer and come hang out with some pretty amazing kids
and do some awesome activities! Don't forget, the only cost to
attend is $20.00 to cover your background check! So if you
are looking for a low cost service project or mission trip for
your group, this is a wonderful opportunity to give back. For
more information,
check the website at www.vaumc.org/agcc/ or
contact Lori Smith at agcc@vaumc.org.

MINI LENTEN PILGRIMAGEMINI LENTEN PILGRIMAGE
March 30th - April 1stMarch 30th - April 1st
Roslyn Retreat CenterRoslyn Retreat Center

Calling all active clergy! Save the date for the upcoming Mini
Lenten Pilgrimage on March 30-April 1, 2023 at Roslyn
Retreat Center. Come spend some time away in prayer and
fellowship with fellow clergy as you prepare for Holy Week
and Easter. Registration will be open on January 15, 2023.
Cost is $150 (double room) $200 (single room) and continuing
education funds are available to cover the cost. The first 70

pastors who register will get to take part in this life-giving retreat.

Rev. Jessie Squires Colwell - Director of the Center for Clergy Excellence
Virginia Conference UMC 804-521-1140

Hello, From Randolph-Macon
Academy! 

It was a blessing and honor to
host the district conference in
November and we look forward to partnering in more ways in the future. 

I am Rev. Monica Reynolds and serve on faculty and as the Chaplain at Randolph-Macon. I also
serve as a Chaplain in the Reserve Component of the United States Air Force and have three of
my own children enrolled in school here at Randolph-Macon. 

Randolph-Macon Academy has the unique distinction of being the only United Methodist
affiliated high school in the Virginia conference. We host two chapel services each week,
attended by all students and faculty, and offer weekly discipleship opportunities and countless
ways to serve God and others. 

It is a joy and honor to interact daily with this up and coming generation. Our school is home to
approximately 330 students who come from around the state and around the world. Our students
teach me just as much as I teach them. Each created in the Image of God, they are lively,
energetic, globally aware, and facing a world that looks much different than the world many of us
have grown up in. God knew this when he created them. 

As we begin this New Year, could I ask for your prayers? For God to guide and protect and
provide for our student body, teachers, administrators, coaches, mentors, and staff? These are
exciting and challenging times to be involved in the formation of our young people. God is good.
God is faithful! 

What would you like to know about our campus, spiritual life program, or students? 



Randolph-Macon Academy is a private boarding school for grades 6-12 in Front Royal, Virginia.
R-MA provides a college-preparatory education with an Air Force JROTC component. Visit us
a t www.RMA.edu for more information or contact Chaplain Monica Reynolds at
MReynolds@RMA.edu

Additional Update on Boy Scouts Agreements and Local ChurchesAdditional Update on Boy Scouts Agreements and Local Churches
 
On December 14, 2022, the Virginia Conference provided an update on the two Boy Scouts of
America (BSA) agreements that should be used by local churches. We expressed concern that
the Annual Affiliation Agreement being circulated by the BSA and the General Commission on
United Methodist Men had removed an important, reasonable clause explicitly requiring a
criminal background check at least once every three years on every adult already volunteering
with the BSA in some capacity at the local church.
 
We are pleased to report that on December 15, 2022, a revised BSA-UMC Annual Affiliation
Agreement was issued that requires, “a further criminal background check at least once every
two years on every adult that serves as a Local Scouting Unit leader or volunteer.” This is
important and good news. Frequent, follow-up background checks on BSA volunteers that work
with children in our local churches mean greater protection for those children and greater
protection for the local churches that allow the BSA to use their facility.   
 
The Virginia Conference believes that churches can be well served with the revised Annual
Affiliation Agreement, which can be found here. We also believe local churches can be well
served by using the September 2022 Facilities Use Agreement if the Annual Affiliation
Agreement is not the best option. The Facilities Use Agreement can be found here. The Facilities
Use Agreement has a minor change from the version we referenced previously in
correspondence on June 29, 2022, and December 14, 2022.
 
The text of these documents should not be modified and only the forms in the preceding
paragraph should be used. Local churches may also wish to consult with their own legal counsel
about these matters to ensure their interests are protected.
 
Thanks for your attention to these important developments.
 
The Rev. Dr. Steven J. Summers

Click here to read updated document #1:
Click here to read updated document #2:

VIRGINIA CONFERENCE WELCOMES NEW BISHOPVIRGINIA CONFERENCE WELCOMES NEW BISHOP



Bishop Sue Haupert-Johnson will become the new Resident Bishop of the
Virginia Annual Conference on January 1, 2023. Welcome Bishop!

View her welcome to the conference here

2023 VIRGINIA ANNUAL CONFERENCE NEWS2023 VIRGINIA ANNUAL CONFERENCE NEWS

The 241st session of the Virginia Annual Conference will be held in Roanoke, Va. from June 15
to June 17, 2023. It will be focused on the theme, United as One in Mission. Bishop Sharma D.
Lewis announced the theme at the Annual Conference Team’s recent meeting as planning for
the 2023 June session is now underway.
 
The theme is based on Acts 1:8b, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you ,
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.” NIV

LOCATIONLOCATION
ANNOUNCEMENT FORANNOUNCEMENT FOR
20242024
GENERAL CONFERENCEGENERAL CONFERENCE
SESSIONSESSION

The 2024 United Methodist
General Conference will be held
April 23 – May 3, 2024, at the
Charlotte Convention Center in
Charlotte, North Carolina.
Read more about this event

If you would like to have an article included in this newsletter,
please email Debbie Creech, District Administrator, at
debbiecreech@vaumc.org by the 20th of each month.
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