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AA Message from the District Superintendent Message from the District Superintendent
Rev. Dr. Victor GómezRev. Dr. Victor Gómez

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will
be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty

God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace. – Isaiah 9:6 (NIV)
 

Each year I reflect upon the word Advent which means coming. But that
invites the question: What is coming? Yearly, I place an Advent Wreath
at home and in my office. The Advent wreath contains five
candles. There are three purple candles, one pink, and a white candle
in the center of the wreath. We light one candle each Sunday during
Advent, and some wonder what do they mean?
 

One candle is lit each Sunday in preparation of the birth of Jesus Christ that we celebrate on
Christmas Eve. The first purple candle represents “Hope.” We recall the hope we have in Christ
as in His birth our hope is born. 
 
The second purple candle is the candle of “Peace.” It is sometimes called the Bethlehem Candle,
which reminds us of the place in which preparations were made to receive and cradle the Christ
child. 
 
The third candle is pink, and it is the candle of “Joy.” It reminds us of the joy that Mary felt when
the angel Gabriel told her that a special child would be born to her - a child who would save and
deliver his people. 
 
And the fourth candle is purple, which is the candle of “Love.” This light is meant to remind us of
the love that God has for us. Jesus shows us God's perfect love. He is God's love in human



form. The bible says that "God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that whoever
believes in him should not perish, but have eternal life." 
 
On Christmas Eve we light the big white candle in the center. It is known as the Christ candle
which symbolizes that indeed Christ is born.

So, what is “coming” during Advent? Many times, it goes over our heads, and we miss it all
together. What is “coming” is not the gifts we will give or receive. What is coming is not Santa
Claus. What is coming is not the singing of Christmas carols. What is coming is the birth of
Jesus. We celebrate Jesus and his birthday.

So with that in mind, let us keep Christ in Christmas as we feed the hungry, clothe the naked,
forgive the guilty, welcome the stranger or the unwanted, care for the ill, love our enemies, and
do unto others what you would have done unto you.

Jesus is all around us. So let us take the time to enjoy Jesus’ company and together celebrate
Christmas with Christ.

Let Jesus be born in your hearts. Let Jesus live in your hearts. Let us share Jesus to all. The
world outside of the church still needs Jesus!

In God's Service, Rev. Dr. Victor Gómez

AA Message from the Director of Information Technology - Message from the Director of Information Technology -
Rev. Jim JoynerRev. Jim Joyner

This past month, we had a great workshop on “Upgrading Your AV
System.” Many thanks to Bobby Ford for sharing his wealth of wisdom
and to the people of Macedonia UMC for sharing their facilities with us!

One of the main things Bobby shared with us was a series of questions
that we need to ask ourselves and answer in order to be ready to start
the process of upgrading the system. He promised us that we would

leave with more questions than answers, and that is a good thing! As I listened to Bobby’s
questions, I was reminded of the importance of asking ourselves questions as we engage in
God’s work. A good question that spurs us on to a new or renewed expression of faithfulness is
often better than a familiar answer that has been good and has even served us well to this
point. During this Advent season, I cannot help but think of all the questions Joseph must have
asked himself when faced with the decision of what to do with Mary’s pregnancy. The familiar
answer was to dismiss her as his betrothed – as a faithful man, he would even do it quietly as to
not embarrass her further. After being told to remain with Mary in a dream, he may have
wondered what was going on. What if God really was at work in this whole messy
situation? What if the dream really meant something? What if he were being called to raise this
child as his own? These good questions led Joseph past the familiar answer into a new
faithfulness.

As we consider digital ministry (and ministry in general), we have a lot of familiar answers that
have worked well for us so far. We have learned how to livestream our services or post a
recording online, how to hold Zoom meetings, and maybe even how to offer online giving. All of
these were good answers to how to be the church as faithfully as we knew how at the onset of
the pandemic, and they continue to serve us now. They were practical answers to a practical
question, but there are deeper questions that might help us to grow into a new or renewed
faithfulness. Whom is God calling us to reach through our digital ministry? How can we best
reach those people with the resources we have? How can we help the people who are
worshipping online with us to take the next step in discipleship? How can technology help us to
strengthen the loving community we already have? 

These are all important questions for us to consider. As we move forward into the new year, we
will plan more opportunities for us to share and ask and begin to answer good questions related
to digital ministry. If there is a particular topic that would be helpful for you or your congregation
to engage in, please feel free to reach out to me and let me know.



Blessings on the journey, Jim

540-433-2382 or 540-575-6405 district office
540-560-9265 cell
jimjoyner@vaumc.org

A Message from the Director of Connectional Ministries -A Message from the Director of Connectional Ministries -
Rev. Chad HrbekRev. Chad Hrbek

This weekend I, like I am sure many of you, spent some time
decorating. Since I serve two congregations, I got to decorate at two
churches. I also started decorating at my home. We actually
decorated the District Office early so it would be ready when we
came back from Thanksgiving. While we were decorating, I was
thinking about how beautiful we make the inside of our Sanctuaries
and Fellowship Halls but what about the outside? Those who come
inside our buildings for worship or other activities get to be
surrounded with this warmth and beauty but what about those who
never enter our doors?

The other day I was reading a blog by Rev. Rebekah Simon-Peter shared through UM News
Service about outside decorations, specifically lights. She lists three reasons to hang outside
lights that include: Lights show the Beauty inside your Church to the World Outside, Lights
Celebrate the Deep Meaning of Christmas, and Lights are Missional. One of the thoughts about
why we celebrate Christmas on December 25th is that it is after the shortest day of the year,
December 21st, when the days are getting longer and we are introducing light into the world. By
this token it is appropriate for churches to have light outside our churches so the world can
remind people that Christ is The Light of the World.

Some of us may be a little cautious about stringing lots of lights around our property so there are
other ways to show the outside world what is going on inside. An outside Nativity scene, living or
stationary, can remind people of the Christmas Story. I am particularly drawn to the silhouette
style scenes. Other ideas are garlands around doorways and railings, wreaths on doors and
windows, and candles in windows. Growing up, our church had a large pine tree in front of the
Education Building and on top of the tree was a star that was lit as part of a Sunday School
celebration. The tree was cut down to provide space for an addition, but then a large star with
lights was added to one of the corners of the new structure. These stars were a reminder to the
community of the star that guided the Wise Men to Jesus. Lastly, many churches add luminaries
outside their churches on Christmas Eve. This can be a way of welcome and inviting people to
worship with you for this special service.

I hope that everyone has a meaningful Advent and Christmas Season and is able to use this time
to invite and welcome someone to be part of your church’s celebration of the Birth of Christ as
you prepare your heart, home, and church for Christ once again.

                                                                           Chad
         chadhrbek@vaumc.org

DISTRICT CALENDARDISTRICT CALENDAR

Thursday, December 1st - Tuesday, December 6th - Rebuilding Outreach
Trip to Buchanan County

Wednesdays, December 7th continuing throughout the month - 
Downriver Devotion at "The Pancake Underground" in Strasburg 8:00 a.m.

Tuesday, December 6th and Wednesday, December 7th - Camp Overlook
Women's Christmas Dinner 12:00 noon



Saturday, December 10th - Farewell Reception for Bishop Sharma Lewis at
Good Shepherd UMC - 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

December 23rd through January 2nd - District office closed for Christmas
Break

Sunday, January 1st - UnityWeb comes online, replacing EVC

Thursday, January 5th - UMF Executive Meeting via zoom. 7:00 p.m.

Monday, January 9th through Thursday, January 12th - School for
Leadership Training at EMU

Saturday, January 14th - Shenandoah River District Leadership Training via
Zoom 10:00 a.m.

Thursday, January 26th - United Methodist Day at General Assembly

The Shenandoah River District Office will follow the Shenandoah County School closings for
inclement weather this winter. If the Shenandoah County Schools are closed, the Shenandoah
River District Office will also be closed.

DISTRICT AT LARGE MEMBERS TO 2023 ANNUAL CONFERENCEDISTRICT AT LARGE MEMBERS TO 2023 ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Below is a listing of the District At Large Members, as well as Young Adult At Large and Youth At
Large members elected to the 2023 Virginia Annual Conference.



Those names highlighted in yellow were nominations made AFTER District Conference and
voted upon by the District Administrative Board, according to the vote and instructions made at

District Conference on November 6th. We are pleased to say we have filled the allotment for our
district, with the exception of 1 Young Adult At Large member.

COMING SATURDAY,



JANUARY 14TH, 2023
10:00 A.M.

SHENANDOAH RIVER
DISTRICT

LEADERSHIP
TRAINING

MARK YOUR
CALENDARS!

All Sessions will be via Zoom

 Sessions will include:
Staff/Pastor Parish

Relations Committee
Finance Committee

Trustees
Lay Leadership

UPDATE ON CLEANING KITSUPDATE ON CLEANING KITS

Great news, the Virginia Conference challenge was a
success! The Conference sent 3724 assembled flood buckets
(value of $297,300) along with donations of $42,737 for other
flood buckets to UMCOR. 

The Shenandoah River district contributed 400 of these flood
buckets and donation money for another 115 to be
assembled. This is a wonderful response for an urgent need -
THANKS to all for your giving, assembling and coordination of
this important effort! 

Joann Ballard and Rev. Brian Posey, Co-District Mission
Outreach Coordinators

MISSION TRAILERMISSION TRAILER

Taking a team on mission this year and need the
equipment to take with you? The District has a trailer
packed and ready to go for you to take. You do need a
vehicle and experience pulling a large trailer. We would
love to see the trailer go out more this year! To reserve the
trailer, please contact Joann Ballard, Co-District Mission
Chair at jballard1902@gmail.com.

 
REBUILDING OUTREACH TRIP - BUCHANAN COUNTY, VAREBUILDING OUTREACH TRIP - BUCHANAN COUNTY, VA

December 1st through 6thDecember 1st through 6th
 

Please be in prayer for the team of three as they journey to Buchanan County to  organize and
assist with the rebuilding efforts. The current need is for drywall and flooring work.

We will share information and future dates for returning in January's newsletter.
 

Joann Ballard - Mission Outreach Coordinator



Shenandoah River District

DOWNRIVER DEVOTIONDOWNRIVER DEVOTION

Wednesday mornings in December -
returns to The Pancake Underground

at 219 W. King Street in Strasburg
8:00 a.m.

Hosts: Rev. John Haynes, Jr., Strasburg UMC
and Rev. Gary Heaton, Kernstown UMC

Email: johnhaynesjr@vaumc.org, garyheaton@vaumc.org
John Haynes 757-620-1575 Cell   Gary Heaton 540-550-8983 Cell

The Wednesday morning Downriver Devotion is meeting at The Pancake Underground through
the fall and winter months. We gather at 8:00 AM and are generally finished by 9:15. In a
desire to strengthen collegial connection, offer grace and encouragement, and anticipate the
renewing of our ministry. The Downriver Devotion is offered every week. Downriver Devotion on
the river will resume in June, 2023. Until then, we will be enjoying food and fellowship at the
Pancake Underground!

Click Here to take you to the Camp Overlook
Website

Camp Overlook Women's Christmas DinnerCamp Overlook Women's Christmas Dinner
Tuesday Dec. 6th and Wednesday, Dec. 7th, 2022Tuesday Dec. 6th and Wednesday, Dec. 7th, 2022

at 12:00 noon.at 12:00 noon.



We would love for you to come and spend time with us. 

If you have any questions or plan to attend, please let us know.

You can either email at campoverlook@gmail.com or call the office at 540-269-2267.

Thanks, 
The Overlook Staff
Christina, Lori, and Gary

FAREWELL RECEPTION FORFAREWELL RECEPTION FOR
BISHOP LEWISBISHOP LEWIS



SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10THSATURDAY, DECEMBER 10TH
12:00 P.M. TO 3:00 P.M.12:00 P.M. TO 3:00 P.M.
GOOD SHEPHERD UMCGOOD SHEPHERD UMC

Bishop Sharma D. Lewis will be ending her episcopal tenure
in the Virginia Conference and beginning as the episcopal
leader for the Mississippi Conference effective January 1,
2023.
Virginia Conference members will have the opportunity to
show appreciation and bid Bishop Lewis farewell at a
conference-wide reception at Good Shepherd UMC (9155
Hungary Rd, Henrico, VA 23294) on Saturday, December 10,
2022 from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m.
All are invited to attend at any time during the event. Light
refreshments will be provided.
For those who wish to share a gift with Bishop Lewis, you are
asked to donate in her name either to the Bishop’s Foundation or to the Virginia Annual
Conference Mission (Serving Response) Fund. Mail donations to Virginia United Methodist
Conference, Treasurer’s Office, P.O. Box 5605, Glen Allen, VA 23058.
To share notes of appreciation, mail a letter to Bishop Sharma Lewis at P.O. Box 5606, Glen
Allen, VA 23058-5606. 

DEATHSDEATHS

ELAINE LAYMAN, wife of Rev. Tony Layman, retired pastor on the Shenandoah River District,
passed away on November 23, 2022. The funeral was held on November 30th at Braddock
Street United Methodist Church. Sympathy cards can be sent to: 833 Whittier Avenue,
Winchester, VA 22601.

From Sue MacTavish, District LibrarianFrom Sue MacTavish, District Librarian
December 2022 featured item:

The Angels of Christmas: Hearing God’s Voice in Advent
by Susan Robb, 2022.

One more New Advent study for 2022 . Explore the four angelic visits
surrounding the birth of Jesus with Susan Robb in The Angels of Christmas,
a four-week Advent study.

The Angels of Christmas: Hearing God’s Voice in Advent , explores the four
angelic visits surrounding the birth of Jesus with Zechariah, Mary, Joseph,
and the shepherds. In this study, the reader will explore the visits and dive
deep into the history of the angel Gabriel–and other angels–in the Old
Testament. The Angels of Christmas uses these four angelic appearances to
discuss God’s presence in history and our lives today. The messages of the
angels hold meaning for listeners both then and now.

The Angels of Christmas  is a 4-session Advent study. The book, leader’s
guide and DVD can be found in the Bible/ Bible Studies section of the
District Library. 

 
____________________________________________________

Stop by the Shenandoah River District Office and “check out” the Library. Please
remember to check out library items by signing the book card in pocket with your name,

church, and date – you may keep as long as you need – but remember to return when
finished so that others may borrow. Thanks, Sue      

Kingsway has been busy preparing
Christmas gifts for 6,000 inmates . We will



also be sending Christmas Cards to over
1,800 persons. In addition, we mail about 25
birthday cards a week and are in need of
stamps.

Please continue to pray for us and if any of
you are willing to write to inmates through
our Encourager Pen Pal program, please let
Carleen know. We can always use donations
as we would like to be able to hire an
Administrator.

Check out our website at : www.kingswayoutreach.org
For more information email info@kingswayoutreach.org

or call Louise 540-830-700 or
leave Vicki a message at 540-433-5658.

LAY SERVANT REPORTSLAY SERVANT REPORTS

The Best Christmas Present Ever
 
By the time you read this part of the Shenandoah River Newsletter, we’re
probably already in the Liturgical season of Advent (November 27 was / is the
First Sunday in Advent). As usual, I am still trying to get meaningful presents
for my family. I am on a never-ending constant quest to be able to give the best
Christmas presents ever to each of my loved ones. Kathy and I are in a
‘blended marriage’: between us we have four children and five grandchildren
and one small dog (AKA, the four-legged barking machine).
 
This quest has got me thinking what can I give the baby Jesus for a present
this year? Looking at the original Christmas story, we have a mixed bag of
responses: The Wise Men came from a faraway place and presented their gifts
of gold, frankincense and myrrh. The shepherds just showed up as they were,
but loudly and joyously, announced Jesus’ birth to the little town of
Bethlehem. The Angelic hosts gave the first ever flash-mob concert that quite
literally, rose to the highest heavens. Herod gave the worst Christmas present
ever. Even in fiction, we have gifts given: The Little Drummer Boy gave the

only thing he had – he played his drum.
 
What about us? We are about 2,000 years removed from Jesus’ birth; it’s never too late for us to
get into the Christmas present giving spirit. We all can show our gratitude to the Risen Jesus, by
“Loving God and Loving our neighbors as ourselves" (Mark 12:30-31). Jesus has already given
us His gift: He died for the sins of the whole world. He stood in our place as atonement for our
sins so we could be justified before our Heavenly Father.
 
I’m not sure that Jesus wants big presents; what He wants is for us to follow Him to the Father. I
think I’ve found the answer to my present-giving quandary in a not-so-well-known Christmas
Carol, # 221 in the UMH Hymnal, “In the Bleak Midwinter”, verse 4
 

What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a Lamb;
if I were a Wise Man, I would do my part;

yet what I can I give him: [I] give [Him] my heart.
 

Note: I added the bracketed words
 
I pretty sure God expects nothing more from us than for us to follow His Son, but most-certainly
He expects nothing less! This is without a doubt to best Christmas present ever to Jesus, and to
us - the gift keeps giving and giving …
 
My time on the Harrisonburg / Shenandoah River District Lay Servant Committee is coming to a
close. Without a doubt, I have experienced more Spiritual growth in these past 10+ years than
any other time in my 41 years as a Believer. I am more than ably replaced by Co-Chairs Wendell
Cochran and the Rev. Gary Heaton, as they stand up the newly formed Shenandoah River



District Lay Servant Committee. I know everyone will support them as much as you all have
supported me. Thank you for the opportunity to serve you all.
 
I cannot thank my boss (Rev. Dr. Victor Gomez) enough for giving me the opportunity to serve. I
am not the same man who joined the Lay Servant Committee when I moved from Georgia to the
Shenandoah Valley in 2012. Many thanks to Dale Dodrill, Glen Langston and Tommy Herndon
and for their support and encouragement.
 
Kathy and I are not leaving the area, and we’re most definitely not going away mad or leaving in
a huff; the decision to step down has been agonizing, but it is the right time. 
 
Kathy’s and my prayer for the entire Shenandoah River District is for a blessed and peaceful
Christmastide and always, always remember “Jesus is the Reason for the Season!”
 

Merry Christmas y’all …
Joe Amend <><

Former Harrisonburg District Lay Servant Committee 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

 To every thing there is a season and my joyous season of Lay Servant ministry will end on Dec
31, 2022. Along the way I have had some wonderful help from co-director pastors Leah Delong,
Aaron Fitch, Sherry Waddell and Gary Heaton, as well as a number of committee members. I am
grateful for their support and encouragement. A huge thanks to all who volunteered their time to
teach classes!

In 2016, the Lay Speaker program was realigned (see the 2016 Book of Discipline) and many
who had been Lay Speakers were returned to Lay Servant status. Nine hearty souls went on to
become Lay Speakers once again. Over the years students in our district training events have
ranged in age from fourteen to ninety+. Some of these have gone on to become pastors. My
heart is full! Looking ahead, please go online to the Lay Servant Ministries Catalog and have a
look at some of the newer courses being offered.
 
During her time at Shenandoah University, Dr. Colleen Preuninger wrote a wonderful Lay
Servant book, Campus Ministry: Empowering Congregations to Support Students at Colleges
and Universities. How about Kenneth Carder’s book Ministry with the Forgotten: Dementia
Through a Spiritual Lens? One last thought: how many of the younger folks in our congregations
know that they are more than welcome at district lay servant training events? Let’s get the word
out!
 

Barbara Cooper –Outgoing Lay Servant Director for the Former Winchester District

ADVANCE NUMBER FOR
HUMANITARIAN NEEDS IN UKRAINE

Send you check to the Conference
office and sidemark:

ADVANCE #982450

Shenandoah River District Mission Central  
Physical location: 1704 Smithland Road, Harrisonburg, VA 22802
Mailing address: Post Office Box 2026, Harrisonburg, VA 22801

 Website: http://missioncentralharrisonburgva.com/mission-central/
NEW PHONE NUMBER FOR MISSION CENTRAL: 540-929-1688

 



Mission Central Mission Children’s Closet is open to the public from
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month; the 3rd Tuesday and the 2nd 
and 4thThursday evenings from 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

NEW TIME BEGINNING IN JANUARY

Mission Central’s Equipment for Caring is open Mondays from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.
and Thursdays 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

 

MISSION CENTRAL
 
This year has gone so quickly! But we have
experienced many blessings, thanks be to God!
We welcomed 162 new families this year as of
the end of November. We will have complete
data for the year for you, hopefully in the
January newsletter. We count among our
blessings our many wonderful donors, such as
most recently, the Timberville Walmart – we are
so grateful for their generosity.  Our community
has truly stepped up this year in so many ways
.
Starting in January, we will be adding an
hour to our evening client shifts to
accommodate the increased number of
registrants. Evening shifts on the second
and fourth Thursdays, and the third
Tuesday, will be from 4:00 p.m.  to 7:00 pm.  

We are in dire need of girls’ pants sizes 6 and
7! We have none in reserve. Please share this
information when you give your updates on
Mission Central, thank you.
Blessings to all this Christmas season, and in
the coming new year.

         Donna Tinsley, 703-472-8101

BELOW:
Children's Clothes Closet Director Artie
Frederick thanks Timberville Walmart General
Manager John Slone for Walmart's generous
donation in November

EQUIPMENT FOR CARING

Greetings from our Equipment for Caring loaner
closet at Mission Central. We continue to offer
hope and help to persons needing assistance
with medical or physical issues. During the
month of October we gave out medical
equipment to 46 people and disposable
products to 54 persons. We depend on your
generous donations of equipment and money to
provide for other people’s needs. We always
have a need for shower chairs and benches as
well as wheelchairs and seated walkers and
transport chairs. We also have many requests
for large size adult pullups.

I had the opportunity to speak at the three
churches on the Fulks Run UMC Charge and
am glad to share information with any churches
that may be interested in learning more. We
continue to be open Mondays, 5:00 p.m. to 7:00
p.m. and Thursdays, 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
If you are interested in being a part of this
mission through volunteering or donations you
may call Delores Reid at 540-383-6112.

We are on Facebook and our websites are 
www.missioncentralharrisonburgva.com
or
https://www.shenandohriverdistrict.org/mission-
central

As we end this year of 2022 I am grateful to all
the many people who have given so generously
and supported this mission in so many ways
with your prayers, your time and your gifts. “May
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give
you grace and peace. Every time I think of you,
I give thanks to my God.” Philippians 1: 2,3
 
We have a couple lift recliner chairs in our
Equipment for Caring closet if anyone is in
need! Contact Delores! 



 
  Remember our hours:

Mondays 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. and
   Thursdays 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

                                                 
Contact Delores Reid, 540-383-6112

Unity Web -
New website for the Virginia
Conference
Beginning January 1, 2023

This program will replace EVC (Equipping Vital
Congregations)
Look for more news in the coming days!

UMFS December Offering –UMFS December Offering –
supporting high-risk childrensupporting high-risk children

United Methodist Family Services
(UMFS) is grateful for the faithful support
of local churches in the Shenandoah
River district. Your generous gifts help
children in foster care, children struggling
with mental health challenges, and
special education students get the
support they need to thrive.
 
The UMFS Charterhouse School in Edinburg (Shenandoah County) serves special
education students from Harrisonburg up through Winchester. UMFS serves
students with behavioral, emotional, and developmental challenges, like Sophia.
Sophia was easily distracted and overstimulated in a traditional classroom. That led
to increasing behavioral challenges. The small class sizes and trauma-informed,
therapeutic support at UMFS helped Sophia thrive.
 
Your support through the UMFS December offering will help more students like
Sophia get the help they need to achieve a brighter future. You can access UMFS
bulletin inserts, short videos, images, and more at www.UMFS.org/church. Please



contact Jill Gaynor (jgaynor@umfs.org or 804-254-9463) with any questions. Thank
you for your support!

EASTERN MENNONITE SEMINARYEASTERN MENNONITE SEMINARY
"Creating "Creating Communities of Belonging: Communities of Belonging: Appreciating EveryBODY"Appreciating EveryBODY"

January 9-12, 2023January 9-12, 2023

Eastern Mennonite Seminary in Harrisonburg, VA invites you to register for the School for
Leadership Training to be held January 9-12, 2023. This year’s theme is “Creating
Communities of Belonging: Appreciating EveryBODY.”  Keynotes and workshops will raise
awareness of the presence of people with disabilities and the gifts they bring to the faith
community. Register before December 9 to take advantage of the early registration fee. For
details please visit https://emu.edu/seminary/slt/.

SLT provides 10 contact hours if you attend all sessions. This correlates to 1.0 CEU. Certificates
are available for $10. 

UNITED METHODISTUNITED METHODIST
GENERAL ASSEMBLY DAYGENERAL ASSEMBLY DAY
JANUARY 26, 2023JANUARY 26, 2023

Preview Day for General Assembly is Thursday,
December 1st. Click here to register for Preview.

We are very excited to announce that UM Day at the General
Assembly is happening on January 26, 2023 in Richmond.
You can register here. 

If you aren't familiar with this incredible event we'd love to tell
you all about it! Faithful Virginia United Methodists from
across our great Commonwealth have gathered in Richmond
in January for over 30 years to advocate for our neighbors.
When we gather together we arrange visits with our Senators

to discuss issues that are relevant to our faith with direction from our friends and partners at
Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy. If you are interested in putting your faith into action,
register today. 

You can learn more about the event and our schedule on the VAUMC website. 

Registration is $25 for early registration and $10 for students. We can't wait to see you in
Richmond! 

All God's Children Camp is taking applications for mentors for
2023. Please consider joining us for a week of camp this
summer and come hang out with some pretty amazing kids
and do some awesome activities! Don't forget, the only cost to
attend is $20.00 to cover your background check! So if you
are looking for a low cost service project or mission trip for
your group, this is a wonderful opportunity to give back. For
more information,
check the website at www.vaumc.org/agcc/ or
contact Lori Smith at agcc@vaumc.org.



A challenge to Read the Bible in ONE YEAR
  Bible Readings for December 2022

 
Bishop Lewis has been encouraging the clergy and laity of the Virginia

Conference to read the Bible in a year since 2017. There are 4 readings from
the Old Testament, New Testament,

Psalm and Proverbs.

[resource: http://www.vaumc.org/2022biblechallenge]  

Click Here to view the 2022 Bible
Challenge

VIRGINIA CONFERENCE TO WELCOMEVIRGINIA CONFERENCE TO WELCOME
NEW BISHOP IN JANUARYNEW BISHOP IN JANUARY

Bishop Sue Haupert-Johnson was assigned to the
Virginia Conference at the 2022 Southeastern
Jurisdictional Conference (SEJ) on November 4 at
Lake Junaluska, NC. Bishop Haupert-Johnson was
elected to the episcopacy at the 2016 SEJ and has
been serving over the North Georgia Conference. She
will begin on January 1, 2023.

Bishop Sharma D. Lewis, current episcopal leader of
the Virginia Conference, was assigned to the
Mississippi Conference at the 2022 SEJ.

Find Bishop Haupert-Johnson's initial communication
to the Virginia Conference as well as a recap of all the
jurisdictional business sessions on the conference
website.

Virginia Conference episcopal nominee the Rev. Tom
Berlin was elected to the episcopacy on November 2
on the fourth ballot. Bishop Berlin was assigned to the
Florida Conference. Berlin thanked his wife Karen and
members of his Floris UMC staff who drove to Lake Junaluska to support him. He thanked the
people in the room: the delegates, the bishops, and all those with whom he has served in
ministry and collaborative work. “You all have been such a great blessing to my life and to be
elected as a bishop is a singular honor,” Berlin said. 

The Southeastern Jurisdiction of United Methodist Church is a regional body comprised of 14
conferences, including the Virginia Conference. This meeting, which was attended by more than
350 voting delegates, elected new bishops and determined assignments for all SEJ bishops from
January 1, 2023-June 30, 2024.
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The 241st session of the Virginia Annual Conference, to be held in Roanoke, Va. from June 15
to June 17, 2023, will be focused on the theme, United as One in Mission. Bishop Sharma D.
Lewis announced the theme at the Annual Conference Team’s recent meeting as planning for
the 2023 June session is now underway.
 
The theme is based on Acts 1:8b, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you ,
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.” NIV
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The 2024 United Methodist
General Conference will be held
April 23 – May 3, 2024, at the
Charlotte Convention Center in
Charlotte, North Carolina.
Read more about this event

If you would like to have an article included in this newsletter,
please email Debbie Creech, District Administrator, at
debbiecreech@vaumc.org by the 15th of each month.
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