
 

Welcome to the
Shenandoah River District

 

Our new address: 78 Brook Creek Road, Toms Brook, VA 22660
540-433-2382 District Office

Our office hours are 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday
Debbie works remotely on Fridays and can be reached at the office phone number

Our emails are:
Rev. Dr. Victor Gómez shenandoahriverds@vaumc.org     District Superintendent
Rev. Chad Hrbek chadhrbek@vaumc.org      Director of Connectional Ministries
Rev. Gordon Meriwether gordonmeriwether@vaumc.org   Director of Connectional Ministries
Debbie Creech  debbiecreech@vaumc.org   District Administrator

We say goodbye to Melanie Melester, who has served as the Administrator for the Winchester
District for 15 years.  She has enjoyed her time serving the clergy and laity on the district and
wishes each one of you many blessings in all your ministries!  Thank you, Melanie!  

This is the first issue of the Shenandoah River District newsletter. Please bear with us as we
learn the in's and out's of our new district. If you would like to have an article included in this
newsletter, please email Debbie Creech, District Administrator, at debbiecreech@vaumc.org by
the 15th of each month.

A Message from your District Superintendent,A Message from your District Superintendent,

Rev. Dr. Victor GómezRev. Dr. Victor Gómez

“This is a day of new beginnings, time to remember and move on, time to
believe what love is bringing…” – United Methodist Hymnal – 383

 
One of my favorite hymns is This is the Day of New Beginnings, which can be
found in the United Methodist Hymnal #383. Every time I sing this hymn for the

glory of God, it reminds me of the blessings I receive each day from God. It reminds me that God
is in control, and that each day is a new beginning bestowed by God.
As I am writing this message, I am excited about what God has placed before us. This month we
launched the Shenandoah River District, which gives us a new beginning, but also a time to
remember and move on. I am excited because we prayed together about this new beginning. I
am excited because we observed fasting together about this new beginning. Now it is time to



believe what love is bringing.

As I drive around this beautiful Shenandoah River District of which we are blessed to be part of, I
cross the Shenandoah River in so many places. The Shenandoah River provides an amazing
and spectacular view, and you can hear the sound of water running, which reminds me of the
strength water can have, but water also provides life. As I stop at times, I enjoy the view of this
amazing river, and I see the water moving down stream, which makes me think of the long
journey the water has gone through. It makes me think of our own journeys as we traveled down
the stream. We will find fallen trees and rocks, but the water always finds its way to go around
them and to continue the journey.

 In Mark 6:8-9, Jesus “charged them to take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no
bag, no money in their belts; but to wear sandals and not put on two tunics” (NIV). Jesus’ point
was to focus on the presence of God and not on themselves; not to be impoverished, but to clear
their vision of material things so that they can clearly see the most precious provisions of all:
other people, and especially the presence of God in those people. Of the most precious things on
my journey, I look for the presence of friends and family in times of trial, but most importantly, I
look for the presence of God, and the Shenandoah River brings God’s presence in my life.

The last line of the hymn says: “This is a day of new beginnings; our God is making all things
new.” As we launch the Shenandoah River District, let us continue to make disciples of Jesus
Christ, knowing that it is God who is making all things new. Let us be reminded every time we
cross the Shenandoah River that in our journey as Christians, God’s presence is with us. “This
this a day of new beginnings, time to remember and move on, time to believe what love is
bringing…”
 
In God’s Service,
Rev. Dr. Victor Gómez

A Message from the Director of Connectional MinistriesA Message from the Director of Connectional Ministries

- Rev. Gordon Meriwether- Rev. Gordon Meriwether

ALL CHILDREN OF GODALL CHILDREN OF GOD
 
“This is my commandment,
         That ye love one another, as I have loved you.” (John 15: 12) KJV
 
There was no one I know of throughout history more inclusive than Jesus Christ. In his circle of
disciples, he included the poorest of the poor along with the richest of the rich. Every social class
in Palestine was called to be at his side to listen, question, and learn. Every occupation found
their way to walk in his shadow. The despised and hated were embraced with the holy and
revered. The sinners and the saints were equally welcomed. Even sworn enemies found a
nurturing hand, a loving embrace, a healing word in his presence. Jesus was about love for this
world and for God’s people. He commanded us to love God above all else, to love each other, to
love ourselves, and to love our enemies. What an example! What a testimony! One can only
hope we mimic this love in our own pursuit of Christian Perfection.
 
In our world today, and, in particular, with in the current divide of the United Methodist Church,
we are given the opportunity daily to imitate this loving, inclusive Christ. Yet somehow, we have
lost our way in interpretation and self-righteousness to claim the top of the mountain that
excludes those who disagree. (traditionalist, progressive, compatible, incompatible, left, right,
red, blue, etc..) The disrespect and mistrust spilled into our Methodist bowl of dialogue has
corrupted the very nature of who we are… tolerant loving followers of the Christ, a curious
people of ideas and expanding frontiers, full of faith and hope for the future.
 
Some listen and formulate and configure to get past the pending divide that pulls at our loving
nature and tear at the very fabric that is Methodism. The plans come and go, swept aside, one
after another, by ego and righteous self confidence, only to be followed by assemblage of logic
and scriptural guidance for another plan. All doomed to fail in the abyss of urgently waiting.
 
Suffering through another Annual Conference, I had the sense of impatiently waiting for the other
shoe to fall, of nothing really getting done until the matter hidden in the closet is resolved. And I



suppose this is justified. We have all seemed to have given in to the inevitability of “separation”
of the UMC/GMC. But waiting has taken a toll on the basics of who we are as Methodist, wearing
us down as if we were a corporation negotiating a merger with a rival, jockeying for seats on the
board while watching the stock dwindle under the pressure of change and apprehension of the
“market”.
 
My boss and your district superintendent has taught me much during our 4 years together in the
Harrisonburg District. The most important and difficult for this old sailor to grasp is surrender,
absolute and complete surrender, to the Spirit and the will of God. This is not my nature, but I
have learned in tenure with Victor and the ten years of pastoral ministry that surrender, trust, and
obedience will carry the day no matter the issue or belief. We experience the love of God,
through absolute submission to the will, the wisdom and the way of God, trusting always that
God has my “prosperity” in hand, and humbly offering my unwavering obedience. 
 
In summary and simplicity, because we are followers of the Risen Christ, who professed love
and compassion for each child of God, we must embrace each other with the same love and
compassion no matter our race, religion, nationality, gender identification, social or economic
status, age, political affiliations, health, or mental capacity. We are all children of God, made in
the image of God, and equal in God’s eyes.
 
Therefore, we are an inclusive people. We are followers of Jesus Christ.
We are United Methodist.
 
Your Brother in Christ,
Gordon

DISTRICT CALENDARDISTRICT CALENDAR

Friday, July 1st - Annual Audits are due in the District Office

Friday July 1st - Parsonage Reviews are due in the District Office

Monday, July 4th - District Office is closed for Independence Day
Observance

Wednesdays, July 6th through the summer - Downriver Devotion at the
Strasburg Town Park Board Ramp - 8:00 a.m. (July 13th will be on the James
River)

Tuesday, July 12th - Q & A Webinar on Topics including General Conference
and Disaffilliation from the denomination - 7:00 p.m.

Thursdays in July through July 22nd - Mission Encounter via zoom

Thursday, July 28th - Shenandoah River District Welcome Picnic at the
Toms Brook UMC Picnic Shelter and District Office Open House - 5:30 p.m.

Friday and Saturday, August 5th and 6th - Lay Servant Academy at the
Conference Center

Sunday through Friday, August 14th to 19th - Virginia Five-Day Spiritual
Formation Academy at Roslyn Retreat Center

Tuesday, September 6th - Shenandoah River District Fall Retreat at Toms



Brook UMC. (Worship and Planning for Charge Conferences) 9:00 a.m. to
12:00 noon

Saturday, October 29th - Special Session of the Annual Conference via
Zoom - 9:30 a.m. (ratify local churches seeking disaffiliation)

VIRGINIA ANNUAL
CONFERENCE WRAP UP

Rev. Gómez and Lay Leader, Wilma Jennings presents "The
Shenandoah River District" to the Virginia Annual Conference in

Hampton, June 15th.

Click Here to see the 2022 Appointments for the Virginia Annual
Conference

June 18th - Victor Gomez "fixes" the Appointments
for the Harrisonburg and Winchester Districts, soon

to be called, "The Shenandoah River District." 

June 18th - Gordon Meriwether and Chad Hrbek,
District Directors of Connectional Ministries,

participated in the 5K Run at the Conference in
Hampton! Go guys!

There were some moments of tension at Conference
this year.  But Rev. Jim Wishmyer, pastor at

Leesburg UMC, asked for a moment of personal
privilege and said the Virginia Annual Conference

owes our bishop a profound apology. Referring to the
day before he said, “Over our squabble about due

process, we put aside due process and disrespected
our bishop. Repeated pleas to be seated were
ignored. The ends do not justify the means.”

Rev. Alphonso Irving, pastor at Agape UMC in

https://doc.vaumc.org/AC2022/2022appointments.pdf


Loudoun County, asked for moment of privilege and
led in a beautiful prayer supporting and giving thanks

to our Bishop, Sharma Lewis.

During the Service of Ordering of Ministry on June 17th,
22 persons were licensed as local pastors. Congratulations to those on our district :

Shawn Cook - pastor of Parnassus UMC
Ashley Oliver - pastor of Mount Pisgah UMC

Edward Steele - pastor of Mount Horeb
Thomas Stelzl - pastor of Hites Chapel UMC

Blaine Thomas - pastor of Bethany UMC

15 persons were commissioned provisional elders. 

Congratulations to Sarah Bailey,
pastor of Clover Hill UMC from our district.

Rev. Brian Posey, Coordinator for Kits
for Conference on the Harrisonburg
District, reported the following:

Hygiene Kits - 978
School Kits - 565

Cleaning Buckets - 34

Canned Food - 1,656 lbs. (approx.)

CONFERENCE TOTALS:
Hygiene Kits - 16,153
School Kits - 1,939

Cleaning Buckets - 468

 Canned Food - 12,611 lbs.

Rev. Chad Hrbek and Joann Ballard,
Coordinators for Kits for Conference for
the Winchester District, reported the
following:

Hygiene Kits - 1,652
School Kits - 338

Cleaning Buckets - 20
Layette Kits - 3



Canned Food - 370 lbs.

DEDICATION AND MEMORIAL SERVICEDEDICATION AND MEMORIAL SERVICE
HELD AT THE ARNOLD GROVE EASTHELD AT THE ARNOLD GROVE EAST
CEMETERY JUNE 26THCEMETERY JUNE 26TH

Bishop Sharma Lewis led a Dedication and Memorial service
on June 26th to honor 75 people in unmarked graves at the
Arnold Grove East Cemetery. The Cemetery was established
in 1847 and is now part of Hillsboro United Methodist Church
(HUMC). The remains of Freed African Americans and
Slaves, Mulattos, Native Americans and Europeans, Brothers
and Sisters in our Christian faith, are buried in this cemetery.
In 1835, the Arnold Grove Methodist Church was constructed
and established by abolitionists with the Reverend William D.
Wicks presiding. The African American community was invited
to worship in the church and to bury their dead in the East
Cemetery. The graves were discovered in October 2017 and
their locations were first identified in June 2018 by ground
penetrating radar by a geologic consultant who used special
equipment to view underground.

A commemorative sign has been placed at the area. A memorial wall 85-foot long sits atop of the
site constructed with stone from the same source as the stone of the original church. Centered in
the wall, in raised letters is the following scripture from John 1:12 “Yet to all who did receive
him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of GOD.” 



DOWNRIVER DEVOTIONDOWNRIVER DEVOTION

Downriver Devotion - every Wednesday morning in July
EXCEPT July 13th, which will happen on the James River.

The Wednesday morning Downriver Devotion continues now
that the morning temperatures are perfect and the water is
flowing.  Ministry Leaders are welcome to participate in a one
hour devotional on the water.  We gather at 8:00 AM and are
generally finished by 9:15, If you do not have your own boat,
one can be provided for you, but you must call ahead to

arrange for life jacket, paddle and boat. Hats, sunglasses and closed toe shoes are advisable.
    
In a desire to strengthen collegial connection, offer grace and encouragement, and anticipate the
renewing of our ministry, the Downriver Devotion is offered every week, rain or shine.



MISSIONMISSION
ENCOUNTERENCOUNTER

is an opportunity to
study current issues
impacting society
based on current
social justice and
mission-related topics.
Participants grow in
understanding the
mission of the church
in the current world
context. Conference
events are open to all.
 

Mission Encounter
is a cooperative event sponsored by the Virginia Conference Missional Ministries Board and the
Virginia Conference United Women in Faith, formerly United Methodist Women.

 
Theme: Building Communities of Hope and Joy (Luke 13)

Date: Every Thursday Evening, continuing during  the month of July
                                                   Time:  7 PM    Registration Fee: $10

Click here for registration and
details

CAMP OVERLOOK NEWS
Camp is in full swing on the mountain! Check out the summer schedule.

Click Here to see our 2022 Summer

https://vaumc.org/me/
http://overlookretreatandcampministries.weebly.com/uploads/1/1/1/8/11188362/2022_brochure_pdf_inside.pdf


Brochure

Don’t let your rising 10th, 11th, or 12th grade students miss
out on the phenomenal opportunity to explore the connection
between Christian faith and mainstream science in classroom,
laboratory, and outdoor experiences with Convergence! This
experience is a three-day, two-night residential summer

program for high school youth, who want to discover the realm where faith and science meet. 
 
The 2022 Institute will take place July 15th – 17th. Thanks to a generous grant from the Lilly
Endowment, all participants will benefit in a reduced cost of $275 per camper. Additionally,
Convergence participants who are accepted into Randolph-Macon will receive a $1,000
scholarship to the College. To nominate a student or to apply,
visit https://convergence.rmc.edu/apply. For questions or additional information about the
program, please contact Rev. Kendra Grimes or Jamie Grant
at convergence@rmc.edu or (804) 752-7374.
 

TEAM JEREMIAH Q&A SESSION - TUESDAY, JULY 12THTEAM JEREMIAH Q&A SESSION - TUESDAY, JULY 12TH
VIA ZOOM WEBINARVIA ZOOM WEBINAR

The Q&A Session will be on topics including General Conference and disaffiliation from
the denomination. Due to time constraints during the 2022 Annual Conference session,
the Team Jeremiah Q&A session was not held. Bishop Lewis announced that the Q&A
would be rescheduled within the next 30 days.
 
The July 12 Q&A session will be held through Zoom webinar. All questions need to be
submitted in advance so the team can organize questions by topic. Questions will be
accepted through this Google form until close of business on July 11.
 
The Q&A panel will include the Rev. Denise Bates, the Rev. Tom Berlin, Mrs. Martha
Stokes, the Rev. Dr. Victor Gomez, Mr. David Dommisse, and Mr. John Fuller.
 
Registration is available at this link:
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_d0Baa6IOSjm4MjYz6DnSGA .
 
Participants should view Team Jeremiah’s full presentation and initial webinar Q&A
from May 31 in advance to see if your question has already been covered.
 
The session will be recorded for later viewing. Should you have any questions, please
contact Communications@vaumc.org.
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS -MARK YOUR CALENDARS -
MINISTERS OF THE NEWMINISTERS OF THE NEW

SHENANDOAH RIVER DISTRICT!SHENANDOAH RIVER DISTRICT!

District wide Welcoming Picnic atDistrict wide Welcoming Picnic at
Toms Brook UMC Picnic ShelterToms Brook UMC Picnic Shelter
Thursday, July 28th - 5:30 p.m.Thursday, July 28th - 5:30 p.m.

3263 S. Main Street3263 S. Main Street
(Take a tour of the new District Office)(Take a tour of the new District Office)

https://convergence.rmc.edu/apply
https://groups.google.com/
https://forms.gle/XR2ZgFukajc9b7tw5
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_d0Baa6IOSjm4MjYz6DnSGA
https://vaumc.org/team-jeremiah-will-answer-questions-over-zoom-may-31-7-p-m/
mailto:Communications@vaumc.org


Fried chicken and drinks will be provided, with attendees bringing their favorite sides and
desserts. Both Districts are contributing to this annual gathering and there will be no cost to the

meal. Bring your smiles and welcoming hearts as we meet new ministers, renew
acquaintances with some, and share the love of God with all, clergy and families alike.

LAY SERVANT ACADEMY August 5th and 6th LAY SERVANT ACADEMY August 5th and 6th 
Held at the United Methodist Center - Glen AllenHeld at the United Methodist Center - Glen Allen

The next Lay Servant Academy is August 5-6, with a special opening worship service online on
August 4. If you wish to be certified as a lay servant, a certified lay minister, or a lay speaker, or
if you simply want to learn more about how to be a faithful disciple, this event has something to
offer you! This is a hybrid event, so you can participate online or in person.  The in person
courses meet at the Virginia United Methodist Center in Glen Allen. For online courses, the cost
is $15 for half-day and $35 for full-day classes; for in person classes, the cost is $20 for half-day
and $40 for full-day. 

Here is the list of course offerings:
·        Basic Course (10 hours, for LSM credit): Rev. Linda Ray, instructor
·        Public Prayer (10 hours, for LSM credit): Rev. Nilse Furtado-Gilliam, instructor
·        Called to Preach (10 hours, for LSM credit): Rev. Debbie Powell, instructor
·        Certified Lay Minister Orientation (Half-day, not for credit):
                                Rev Dr. Joanna Dietz and Jenn O’Brien, instructors
·        The Gospels in Spanish (10 hours, for LSM credit, Spanish-language):
                                Rev. Dr. David Jimenez-Cardenas, instructor
·        Children’s Ministry (Saturday course, not for credit): Rev. Renee Delgado, instructor
·        Youth Ministry (Saturday course with Friday night optional gathering for in-person
participants, not for credit): Rev. Nickie Moreno Howard, instructor
Please contact Tianna Durbin (tiannad@arcolachurch.org) for more information.

Click here to view information about the Lay Servant Training on the
conference website

Click here to register for Lay Servant Training on August 5th and
6th

Register Today!!
 

Virginia Five-Day Academy for
Spiritual Formation

“Pilgrimage with the Psalms”
August 14-19, 2022

Roslyn Retreat Center, Richmond
Worship – Study – Rest – Renewal

 
Academy Faculty:

    Rabbi Rachel Barenblat
Rev. Dale Clem

Limited Scholarship Assistance is Available

Click here to learn more and
register

mailto:tiannad@arcolachurch.org
https://vaumc.org/laity-district-and-conference-training/
https://virginiafivedayacademy.org/


SHENANDOAH RIVER DISTRICT PASTORS:SHENANDOAH RIVER DISTRICT PASTORS:
Mark your calendars for Tuesday, September 6th at 9:00 a.m. - Mark your calendars for Tuesday, September 6th at 9:00 a.m. - 

In Person worship and 2022 Charge Conference instructionsIn Person worship and 2022 Charge Conference instructions
at Toms Brook UMCat Toms Brook UMC

3263 South Main Street, Toms Brook3263 South Main Street, Toms Brook
More details to followMore details to follow

From Sue MacTavish, District LibrarianFrom Sue MacTavish, District Librarian
July 2022 featured item:

            Enough: Discovering Joy Through Simplicity and Generosity,

                               Rev. ed. by Adam Hamilton, 2019.

Money has great power in our lives. Used wisely, it is one key to
accomplishing our goals, providing for our needs, and fulfilling our life
purpose. In recent years, many of us ignored the wisdom of the past when
it came to managing and spending our money. Credit card debt soared,
savings rates plummeted, and our home equity became something to be
tapped into and spent rather than a source of security in retirement. We felt an insatiable desire
for more. And we found ourselves spending tomorrow’s money today in order to have what we
hoped would satisfy. The result of all of this was not greater happiness and satisfaction, but
greater stress and anxiety.

Enough is a 5 session study to rediscover the Bible's wisdom when it comes to prudent financial
practices. Enough with its Leader’s guide and DVD can be found in the Finances / Stewardship
section of the District Library. 

Your District has a library! Stop by the NEW Shenandoah River District Office at 78 Brook
Creek Road in Toms Brook and “check out” the Library. Please remember to check out
library items by signing the book card in pocket with your name and church and date –
you may keep as long as you need – but remember to return when finished so that others
may borrow. Thanks, Sue     

CUPCAKE THURSDAYS 2:00 p.m.CUPCAKE THURSDAYS 2:00 p.m.
 
Hey Methodist! Are we connected or not? To renew this connection in ministry,
in 2022 we initiated “Cupcake Thursday.” During one of my SAS coaching
sessions with Manor Memorial UMC’s new governing board, I was cautioned
that I was talking about “baking cakes” when we should be talking about baking
“cupcakes;" same ingredients, smaller version. They were right, and Cupcake
Thursday was born. I started visiting pastors and churches and talk about ideas

on church, of church, in church, for church on Facebook Live. We talk about whatever the pastor
or guest wants to talk about for no more than 15-20 minutes. I come to you, bring the camera,
and ask the questions to get the discussion started, and we have a conversation. And then there
are cupcakes….
 
Up until now we have been posting on Facebook @mttaborChurchVA (the church I pastor part
time), the Harrisonburg District FB (Chad puts it out on the Winchester FB page), and my
personal FB Page. With the new District, Shenandoah River District, we will be posting it on that



page once it is set up and discontinuing the others. The purpose is to talk about church, new
ideas, pastoring, and introduce pastors to each other. 
 
It’s been a great opportunity to talk about the ministry and for folks to get to know you and your
church. Let me know if you would like to participate.
 
I would love to buy you a cupcake.                              Your Brother in Christ, Gordon Meriwether

Refugee Support Event Coming Soon!
 

“But the stranger that dwelleth with you shall be unto you as one born among you, and thou shalt
love him as thyself; for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.”

(Leviticus 19: 34 KJV)
 

Are you or your church ready to join the team of United Methodists working to welcome our
refugees settling in the Shenandoah River District? In the coming weeks we will be holding an
informational session in partnership with Church World Services at Mt. Tabor UMC, in Lacey
Spring, VA, just off of I-81 between Exits 251 and 257 on US 11 (date to be announced). The
meeting will begin with a dinner followed by a discussion on how you and your ministry can reach
out to the “stranger” to invite them in. Look for the date in coming announcements to register you
and your team. 

Just Neighbors provides high-quality immigration legal services to low-
income immigrants, asylees and refugees in Virginia, Maryland, and
Washington, DC. We also provide community presentations about
immigration law and current events. Just Neighbors serves clients in and
around the valley from Winchester to Waynesboro through a partnership with the United Methodist Church and the
Shenandoah River District.

Volunteers are vital to the work we do. We have need of the following types of volunteers:

Clinico volunteersClinico volunteers
Just Neighbors holds a legal clinic the second Wednesday evenings of every month at Asbury United Methodist
Church in Harrisonburg. Volunteers provide hospitality and assist staff attorneys to screen clients and prepare their
immigration applications. Training for new volunteers is held thirty minutes before the clinic starts, and no additional
time is required after the clinic concludes. No specialized experience or languages skills are required (though Spanish-
speaking volunteers are always needed). 

Translator volunteersTranslator volunteers
Because many of our cases require a written translation of client statements, official paperwork, and letters, we often
need volunteers to translate documents from their home. When there is a need, we send out an email to our list of
volunteers translations to see who is available.
 
Please contact Tori Andrea Babington at tori@justneighbors.orgtori@justneighbors.org for more information about volunteering or requesting
a presentation.

ANNANDALE OFFICE
7630 Little River Turnpike7630 Little River Turnpike
Suite 900Suite 900
Annandale, VA 22003Annandale, VA 22003
 
FAUQUIER OFFICE
34 Beckham Street34 Beckham Street
Warrenton, VA 20186Warrenton, VA 20186
 
LITERACY VOLUNTEERS – WINCHESTER AREA PARTNERSHIP OFFICE
301 North Cameron Street301 North Cameron Street
Suite 102Suite 102

mailto:tori@justneighbors.org
https://www.google.com/maps/search/7630+Little+River+Turnpike+%0D%0ASuite+900+%0D%0A+Annandale,+VA+22003?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/7630+Little+River+Turnpike+%0D%0ASuite+900+%0D%0A+Annandale,+VA+22003?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/7630+Little+River+Turnpike+%0D%0ASuite+900+%0D%0A+Annandale,+VA+22003?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/34+Beckham+Street+%0D%0A+Warrenton,+VA+20186?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/34+Beckham+Street+%0D%0A+Warrenton,+VA+20186?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/301+North+Cameron+Street+%0D%0A+Suite+102+%0D%0A+Winchester,+VA+22601?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/301+North+Cameron+Street+%0D%0A+Suite+102+%0D%0A+Winchester,+VA+22601?entry=gmail&source=g


Winchester, VA 22601Winchester, VA 22601
 
SIN BARRERAS PARTNERSHIP OFFICE
932 Fir Street932 Fir Street
Waynesboro, VA 22980Waynesboro, VA 22980

Tori Andrea Babington 
Managing Attorney of Rural Programs 
703-979-1240 x 131
Now Serving DC, MD and VANow Serving DC, MD and VA
www.justneighbors.orgwww.justneighbors.org

Harrisonburg District Mission Central  
Physical location: 1704 Smithland Road, Harrisonburg, VA 22802
Mailing address: Post Office Box 2026, Harrisonburg, VA 22801

 Website: http://missioncentralharrisonburgva.com/mission-central/
 

Mission Central Mission Children’s Closet is open to the public from 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month; the 3rd Tuesday and the 2nd and 4thThursday evenings

from 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

Mission Central’s Equipment for Caring is open Mondays from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.
and Thursdays 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

 

MISSION CENTRAL
 
“It is officially summer,
and we have seen a
crowd of returning, as

well as new clients at the Children’s Clothes
Closet coming to get summer clothing. Our
registered client list is heading toward 800 at
this time.
 
In fact, it appears we are on a trajectory to well
exceed last year’s numbers. In May alone, we
gave out more than 6,500 diapers, as compared
to our average of 5,300 each month so far in the
first 5 months of 2022!! At the cost of between
$70 to $90 a month per child for diapers, you
can see what an impact our mission offers to our
community. The cost is even higher for parents
who can’t afford to buy them in bulk. Having
adequate diaper changes is critical to infant
health!
 
To summarize with some data, this year
January through May, we have seen 246
families, including 590 children; provided
clothing 1,453 times; and given out 26,458
diapers. Compare this to our data for ALL OF
2021 of 290 families, including 695 children;
clothing provided 2,917 times; and 48,000
diapers given out. The need has clearly become
exponentially greater! And, we anticipate that
trend continuing….
 
So, your donations are so hugely appreciated
by so many; thank you! As many more people in
the community have become aware of us, our
sources of giving have increased. We just

EQUIPMENT FOR CARING

 It has been a busy month as persons continue
to have various medical equipment and supply
needs and often find that insurances do not
cover their needs. We usually can meet the
needs but still have an insufficient number of
wheel chairs, transport chairs and seated
walkers. We are grateful for so many of you
who have given either monetarily or with
equipment donations or of your time. We still
welcome volunteers to help in cleaning donated
equipment and also to be present during the
hours we are open to the public as a resource
and smile to help meet their needs. Our
services cover Harrisonburg, and the counties
of Rockingham, Shenandoah, Page and
Augusta.

During May, we loaned out 3 hospital beds, 10
shower benches and chairs, along with other
equipment. We gave 60 disposable bed pads,
as well as 6 cloth, reusable cloth bed pads.
Over 1000 incontinence supplies (diapers,
pullups, pads) were given as well as disposable
personal care products. We have given wound
care supplies as well as colostomy supplies as
needed. Thank you to Beth Earman who is
helping us keep better records of what is going
out. I am grateful for this added help.

https://www.google.com/maps/search/301+North+Cameron+Street+%0D%0A+Suite+102+%0D%0A+Winchester,+VA+22601?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/932+Fir+Street+%0D%0A+Waynesboro,+VA+22980?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/932+Fir+Street+%0D%0A+Waynesboro,+VA+22980?entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.justneighbors.org/


received 154 hoodies and sweatshirts, and 30
winter coats from school lost and founds around
the area. As Artie Frederick said, “They are our
treasure for this winter.” God truly provides!”

Donna Tinsley, 703-472-8101
 

  Remember our new hours:
Mondays 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. and

   Thursdays 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
 

 We are on Facebook and our websites are
www.missioncentralharrisonburgva.com or
https://www.harrisonburgdistrictumc.org

/mission-central
                                                  

Contact Delores Reid, 540-383-6112

SHENANDOAH RIVER DISTRICTSHENANDOAH RIVER DISTRICT
UNITED WOMEN IN FATHUNITED WOMEN IN FATH

It’s official! We are members of the Shenandoah River District
United Women of Faith. We will continue to be women, whose
purpose is to know God’s presence as we serve together. We
will continue to work in creative ways, to meet those with

many needs. We remain the official women’s organization of The United Methodist Church.
Training for leadership, growing spiritually, transforming our lives through education and
providing opportunities for service and advocacy will be our priority. Some things will not change.

Some things will be changing. We are already getting use to a new name, a new logo and
colors, and a new mission statement: (United Women in Faith seeks to connect and nurture
women through Christian spiritual formation, leadership development, creative fellowship, and
education so that they can inspire, influence and impact local and global communities). We invite
all women in our communities to join us!

Good leadership requires good planning. In the near future, meetings for that purpose will
start. The UWF presidents of both districts have met, previously, to discuss how we will
proceed. As we begin, please be in prayer for Barbara Phillips and Mary Preston. We will be
looking at a nomination committee for officers, the budget, programs and other discussions with
the help of our present executive committees.

Things change, people change, but God remains the same. He is the reason we will move
forward together. Isaiah 41:9b-10 says so much to me. “I said, you are my servant; I have
chosen you and have not rejected you. So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for
I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”
Yes, our times are uncertain, but our faith is strong! We remain United! Blessings, friends.

Barbara Phillips, UWF President  540-896-7664

Kingsway is busy making big plans for August, so please save the date of August 25th for
Kingsway’s Fund-Raising Banquet, to be held at Harrisonburg Baptist Church. We were blessed
to receive a large grant check from this church for our re-entry program. You can find on us the
Pendleton Community Bank webpage as Kingsway received a wonderful donation from them for
the re-entry program.

We are working closely with the three Oxford Sober Living houses in Harrisonburg. For $360.00,
we can house an ex-offender in Oxford House for two weeks while they look for a job and get
acclimated to living outside of prison. They can stay at Oxford House for as long as they want,
providing they stay sober, drug free and pay their rent each week. This gives them a chance to
apply for housing once they feel they are ready to be on their own.

http://www.missioncentralharrisonburgva.com
https://www.harrisonburgdistrictumc.org/mission-central
https://www.harrisonburgdistrictumc.org/mission-central


Kingsway needs toiletry items for men and women returning from prison. Our supply is low, and
we need deodorant, shampoo, razors, shaving cream, and soap. We can also use small duffle
bags and backpacks. Many of the people coming out of prison today have been in for many
years and have nothing when they come out. We also try to supply them with a cheap phone so
they can contact their probation and parole office and keep up with appointments if they don’t
have access to one.

Some may have phones but no minutes, so we can give them a $35 phonecard to put minutes
on their phone. We can use Boost Cards or Walmart Gift Cards also.  

If you are in a church that has a Food Pantry, please let us know your location and hours.
For more info contact, Louise, Pam or Vicki at 540-433-5658 or info@kingswayoutreach.org

Click Here to view the Summer 2022 issue of The Foundation
Ledger

the newsletter of the Virginia United Methodist Foundation.
 

A challenge to Read the Bible in ONE YEAR
  Bible Readings for JULY 2022

 
Bishop Lewis has been encouraging the clergy and laity of the Virginia

Conference to read the Bible in a year since 2017. There are 4 readings from
the Old Testament, New Testament,

Psalm and Proverbs.

[resource: http://www.vaumc.org/2022biblechallenge]  

Click Here to view the 2022 Bible
Challenge

Shenandoah River District of the United Methodist Church | 78 Brook Creek Road, Toms Brook,
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